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lionorable Robert T. Griffin g .

Today, certain pumishments are mandatory under the law. For summple,
Article 106 of the niform Code of 'Mlitary Justice, (Title 10, United
Btates Code s 906), states, in essence, that a person convicted of engag-
ing in spy activities in time of war shall be punishad by death. Alse,
under Article 118 of the Code, death or imprisomment for life are the
only possible semtences which may be imposad following the trial and con-
of a person for prameditated murdar and murdar while perpetrating
& burglary, sodomy, rape, robbery, or aggravated arson. The discretion
to adjudgs punishments may be limited by the President.

EE

permitted by the law of war. Certain Iimite-
tions on the discretion of military tridusals to adjudge pmishments
international conveantions.

Thank you for your interest in this matter, I trust that thia provides the
information you desired. As requestad, the inclosure to your inquiry im

,,
i
i

raturned,
Sincorely,
(Signed) Harcld L, Brown IT
Incl HAROLD L. BROWE II
Lisutenant Colomael, GS
Deputy, Congressional
Inquiry Division
Tal/0'Keefe/ms
Draft fr: -CC, Mr. Robinson, 756-1193
CF: Same
Card 2
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JAAJ-CC CM 290498 9 September 197k

Maurice Lepavsky

Adjutant

Jewish War Veterans of the
United States

Room 2011, 176 West Adams Street

Chicago, Illinois 60603

Dear Mr. Lepavsky:

This is in reply to your letter concerning the court-martial
and execution of Private Eddie Slovik.

Your comments concerning this case are certainly understandable.
War is always tragic in its consequences,

One should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight.
When Judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was
engaged in a desperate struggle with a power which had come
dangerously close to enslaving mankind. The lives of thousands,
both those on the battlefield as well as those in the infamous
death camps of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid pro-
secution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after Private
Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
casualties in the enemy onslaught which has come to be known

as the Battle of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant J Advocate (General transmitted the
Board of Review's decision in this case to General Eisenhower,
the then Commanding General, European Theater of Operations,
for his consideration in determining whether to approve and
order the sentence executed, the following points were made.
Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and his conduct
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demonstrated a deliberate intent to aveld such hazardous service

by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of

a less severe punishment would only have accomplis the accused's
purpose of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades
were reguired to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting
to understand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely yours,

AO: HEARRELL/pls
.'FL J M
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lionorable Robert P. Criffin

United States Senste

Dear Semator Griffin:

This is in further reply to your inquiry in behalf of Tim ¥. Sleson, who
concerning the exeeution of Private Bddie 1, STovik during World
War 1I1. =

Private Slovik was found guilty of desertion by general court-martial for
violation of Article of War 58, Mamual for Courts-Martial, 1928, The llanual
Mﬂumnﬁmwlﬂhmﬁﬂbrmhm
not to return: to svold hazardous duty: or, te shirk important service. The
Hmnual provided further that any person subject to military law who deserts
or attempts to desert the service of the United States in time of war shall
suffer death or such other punishment as a court-martial may direct. Private
Slovik was not the omly soldier executed during World War II. Fe was, how-
ever, the only one who sufferad the extreme panalty solely for a desertion
offense. ¥Five other individuals were axscuted by firing squad for a variety
of multiple offenses, including surder. Other sentences of exccution were
accomplished by hanging. Puring World War IT, the following executions were
performed for the offenses indicated: rape, 51; rape and murder, 18; murder,
72; and, desertion, 1.

Disposition of Private Slovik's case, even though seemingly harsh, did not
violate any lagal norms or procedures. This nstion was engaged In a den-
perate struggle with a power which had come dangarously close to enslaving
mankind. Thousands of lives were being lost on and

Private Slovik had performed no froat line duty and %
a deliberate intent to avold such hazardous serviee by obtaining inearcera-
tion in a safa place. The sentence adjudged was more severs than he had

anticipated, but imposition of a less severa punishment would only aceomplish
thmﬂ':muufnhtﬂnhsf“!mtmmm

wers required to face daily.
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JEWISH WAR VETERANS OF THE UNITED STATES
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MEYER WIDREVITZ
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RICHARD FELDMAMN

Tt Jr. Vics Commonder
DAVID H, HYMES

2nd Jr. Vite Commendor
GEQRGE T. SHORE

Jrd Jr. Viee Commander
S0L SCHATZ

Judge Advecale
DAVID H, FINELE

Quariermaisr
ABE ROSEN

Adjuteni
MALURICE LEPAVSEY

£ OMINI
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Hms %fiﬂ'-‘h?'ﬁﬁr OF ILLINOIS

176 WEST ADAMS STREET
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PHOMES:
OFFICE - 372-0262

AT

., ILL. 80803 COMMANDER - 666-2259

GHicaco
SECRETARY OF THE
August 30th 197h

Department of the Army

0ffice of the Secretary of the Army
The Pentagon,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:=

Some time ago I watched a TV Movie called the "EXECUTION OF
PRIVATE SLOVIK",

It was a shocking picture because here was an Army Man who
did not want to "FIGHT IN A WAR" but he was willing to do
anything else assigned to him while in the Army.

But No, his Commanding Officer INSISTED that he go up front

past pesarrment commanommsand fight,

Leo ‘Wulfschn
*Rudnlph Shopim

Marris Elsmnsipin
ﬂwmlt. Graff
Gurald 8. Zider

Sldney Blck

*0y, Somual Permaon
Ban Donick

Horold Winkal
Hummon H. Moses
Irelng “Stellar

*Henry A Cole
Bemard Lyon

Jock  Klowons

Williom B. Congenman
Joahla Lome

Barnard T, LleVine

* Dozt

Private Slovik did plead his case and advised the Court Martial
Beard that his heart would not permit him to FIGHT TO KILL but
he would do any other assigmment was ordered for him to do.

The final sentance was approved by the highest authority - Death
By a Firing Squad,

Was this Court martial ever reviewed by the President of the
United States or the Department of the Army for some other
assigmment of duty, WHY DID HE HAVE TO BE SHOT BY A FIRING
SQUAD,

Of course the Soldier is dead now but what was the final record
of this DAMNABLE ACT,

Your kind reply would be greatly appreciated.

ours truly,

Maurice Lepa
Adjutant

SEVENTY - NINE YEARS OF gERVICE TO THE VETERAN
“To ENCOURAGE THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL LIBERTY, EQUAL RIGHTS, AND FULL JUSTICE TO ALL MEN"




Millions served. Thousands deserted. And one—only one
in over a century—paid the full price. Why Eddie Slovik,
who finally had something going for him? For 30 years no
motion picture dared tell his story. Now the World Premiere

. of one that does. Powerfully. ranp "Bc 5
v | X E . . - . -

e o
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JAAJ-CC 1 August 1974

Hr. and Hrs. lLsonard B. Toub
10101 CI4ff Drive
Huntington Beach, California 92646

Daar Hr. and Mre. Taub:

This is in reply to your letter of 23 July 1974, addressed to the
Secretary of the Army, concerning tihe court-martial and exscution of
Private Eddie D. Slovik.

Your comments concarning this case are certainly understandable. War
is always tragic in its conseguences,

One should, however, be wary of the faise clarity of hindsight. When
judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was angaged in &
desperate struggle with a power which had coms dangerously close to
enslaving menkind, The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield
as well as those in the infamous death camps of the Third Reich, depended
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. BShertly after
Private Slovik's trial, Amerfican forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
casualties in the enamy onslsught which hss come to be known as the
ll.tthn!lhllllli-

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General tranoedtted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to Genaral Eiseshower, the then Commanding
General, European Theater of Operatiomns, for his consideration in deter-
mining wvhether to approve and order the sentence exacuted, the
points were made. Private Slovik had performad mo fromt lime duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intant to avoid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe placa. The sentence adjudged
was more severs than he had mmticipated, but the imposition of a less
severs punishmant would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his conrades were required
to face daily.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

RERLY YO
ATTENTION OF:

21 June 1974

Mr, PBrian Taylor
577 Willard Avenue
Brawley, Califormia 92227

! *  Dear Mr, Taylor:

. i : .

On behalf of President NKixon, I am replying to your letter of 11 June
1974 regarding the court-martial and execution of Private Eddie D,
Slovik and the trial and cuecution of General Tomoyuki Yamashita,

I ghould Ffirst emphasize Lhat the television productions depicting the
court-martial and exccution of Private Slovik and the trial of General
Yamashita, respectively, were, although quite dramatic and provocative,
less than complete in thelr presentstion of all the .circumstances sur-
rounding, and all the evidonce adduced at, the trial in both instances.

f Moreover, I think it safe to say that the characterization of the per-

~ sonalities of the actual persons portrayed in both productions was done
more with a view toward eliciting a sympathetic response from the viewer
than with a view toward portrayal of the true personalities and conduct
of thege persons,

Inclosed are fact sheets on the court-martial and execution of Private
Slovik and on the trial snd execution of General Tomoyuki Yamashita,
which I think will answer your questions concerning both of these
cases,

I hope that this information will be useful to you,

Sincerely, ﬂ

Inclosures: GEORC): S, PRUGH
As stated Majgr| General, USA
The Judge Advocate General .
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FACT SHEET: COURT-MARTIAL AND EXECUTION OF PRIVATE EDDIE D.. SLOVIK

f— . o —

Private Slovik was convicted by a General Court-Martial for absenting
hiwself without prover leave from his organization to avoid hazardous duty

" and to shirk important service, that is, action against the enemy. He was

gentenced to be shot to death with musketry.- Although there were other.
_executions durlng Weild War II, Private Slovik was the unly individual
" executed for descrtion.

-

| s
Y¥hen judgront was passed on Private Slovilk, this nation was engaged
in an all-out wav with a power which was dedicated to enslaving the worid.
The 1ives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as thnse in
the infanous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prnsecu—

tion and tuimination of the fighting. “Far:l; after Private Slovik's

_trial, forces in Belgium became engaged in what became known as the “Bactle

of the Pulse. MHeavy American casualtics were being sustained while the
record of trial was under review; indeed the successiof the Allied campaign

" ‘was uncertsin et the time. This undoubtedly. had an effect on the officials

who revicwed the sentence of one who refused to fight in the face of the
‘encay. R |

- The specific reasons for approval of the sentence for Private Slovik
are given in the attached indorscment signed on 6 January 1945 when the
Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the Board of Review's
decision In this case to General Eisenhover, who was then the Commanding
General of the European Theater of Operaticns, for his consideration. The
review gnd the subsequent zpproval of the sentence were made in full recog-
nition that Private Slovik would be the first American soldier to be

sexccuted for desercion since the Clvil War.



-me for exam=inztion.

: _ 1st Ind.

Yar Dﬂpart..ent, Brench Office of The Judze Advocate General H'it.u ths
Puropean Theater of Czarations. 6 JAN 1248 T0: Comanding

General, Buropean Theater of Operations, €37, U.S. Army.

L #
Y. In the case of P-ivate EDDIE D. SIOVIE I‘.':!E.S?E"'ﬁ}, ohnan
0,~-109th Infantry, atlenticn is invited To the foregoing noldin: by &
Board of Review that the record of trisl Iz legally sufflcient to =:u.-'-.--

* . the sentence, which holding 3s hereby apzroved, Under the ;:;-,-;51.-.“
of prticle of Var 505, you now have authority to order cxecution of the
sentence. s " o

g = ']

+2: This is the first death sentence for dasertion vhich has reacta:
It is probobly the first of the kind in the Aerica-
Aray for over eighity years, = there were none in '.'.'nrld VWar I. In thta
case, the extreze penal‘-? of d-a...h appesrs rz—-*._'- ted. This soldisp had
performed no front lire duty, He did not intend to, He tIEE-rt*i fres Bt
group of fifteen whea about to join the infaniry comrary 4o which he 3ot
been =s5s5igned. Hls subseguent conduct zhows & ue‘i.::*:.'e ..1_1 to :at-.:-r--r
trial and incarceration .‘Ln a safe glace, The sentence adjvi-cd WAS =3

-
-

- severe than he had anticipated, but the imnosition of = less severe

gentence would only have 2cespnlishead the acousedls yurpt}.‘il: pf sacurin:
his incarcerstion and coisccuant freedom from the danzers whish o zany
of our armed forces are reguirsd to fzce daily. AL

Eis unfavoranle vivilizs

‘record indicates that he is not a worthy subject of clemency.

3. Vihen copies of the publishea order ave foraarded 4o this offize,
shérld be accomtanied by ‘the forsgolnz holding, this indorsement il
the rceord of trizl which is dalivercd to you rc'-l:"-_t.‘;. The £ile pizr
of the record in this office Is CI 200 555“ For convenience of refereiie,
e nlace that mumber in hrm:ket: at the end of the order: (ClzZ%

5555 )e _ ,
L. 'Should the scntence zs immosed by the court and confirmed 1y

i you be czrried into execution, it is regquested that a full cory of the

L3
LY
L]
-
. s
“ s
(] Y

procecedings be forwerded to this office in order that ite files sy 'e

_conplete. - 1
N 7 E. C. ML,
. . Brigadier Cenerzl, United Stztes AT
S : Assistent Judee jdvocite GConercl.
1 sncls s 5 Lz
Record of Tri : . Kng? 237

(5ontenzo ordsrad oxccuted. GCYD 27, BTO, 23 Jan 1945)

-
- -
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FACT SHEET: COURT-MARTIAL OF GENERAL TOMOYUKI YAMASHITA

“General Tomoyuki Yamashita served as the Commanding General of the ¥our-

teenth Army Gloup of the Imperial Japanese Army in the Philippine Islands
from 9 October 1944 until his surrender on 3 September 1945, During this
period, he was both the Commander of all Japanese forces in the Philippines
pand the Military Governor of the Philippines. Upon his surrender, ha -~
became a prisoner of war,

- L] .
On 25 “eptember 1945, General Yamashita was charged with'a viclaticn of
the law of war specifying that he "unlawfully disregarded and failed to
discharge his duty to control the operations of the members of his command,
permitting them to commit brutal atrocities and other high cvames . .7, "
On 8 October 1945, he was held for trial before a military commission of

five Army officers appointed by General Styer, Commanding Censral of , the

- U.-8. Army forces, Western Pacific. The order also appointed six fLimy

officers all lawyers, as defense counsel. As a result of = motion made
by the Defense during the accused's.arraignment, the prosecution subnitted
a Bill of Particulars containing 64 specifications and later 2 Supolesental
Bill of Particulars containing an additional 59 specifications. These
specifications were prefacad by statements that troops "under the «<crmand
of the Accused committed the following . . ." and were permirted to commit

“‘the following . . " crimes during the period of General Yamashita's

command .

Trial commenced on B October 1945, and concluded on 7 Dacember 1945, after
hearing 286 witnesses and receiving 423 documents in evidence. The evi-
dence substantially supported the commission of the atrocirtics allezed in
most of the 123 specifications of particulars. There was testimony that
soue of the offenses occurred in the immediate vicinity of Ceneral
Yamashita's headquarters, and testimony indicating direct knovledge on the
part of General Yamashita that the war crimes were being comnitted. There
was testioony that certain ofifenses reflected official policy. Genecral
Yamashita's staff judge advocate, Colonel Hideo Nishiharu, testifisd that
he advised General Yamashita that a large number of guerrills suspects
were in custody, that there was insufficient time to give them proper
trials, and chat the Kempei Tai "would punish those who were to be
punished.” Knowing that this meant that the guerrillas would be exocuted
without trial Ceneral Yamoshita nodded in apparent approval, (Tria

_ Record, U. S. v. Temovuki Yamashita, at 3762, ‘3763, 3814, 3515). General

Yamachita subsequently issued a written order to the Kempel Tai unit
responsible for the executions coumending them for their "fine work."
(Tr. 905, 906, 3762). \

|_’.f =
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The Commission found General Yamashita guilty on 7 December 1945. Instead
of only rendering a verdict of guilty or not guilty, the members of the
Conmission (nons of whom were lawyers) issued a written opinion. The
Cummissiun rejected a standard of strict command liability for the action
of subordinates, stating that it was absurd "to consider a commander a
murderer or rapist because one of his soldiers commits a murder or a rape.
(Tr. 4059-4063). It found, however, that the crimes committed were Heo
extensive, widespread, both as to time and area, that they must have been
willfully phr“na::ﬂ by the Accused, or secretly ordered by the Accused,"
which was a viclation of the customary international law of war. The
Commission's decision concluded that the series of atrocities committed _
by troops under General Yamashita's command were "not sporadic in nature

1"

but in many cases were methodically supervised by Japanese officers . . ."
and that the A--.de "failed to provide effective control" under the
circumctances. 1he Commission found General Yamashita's contention that
he knew nothing ﬁf the ecriminal acts impnssible to believe given the g
evidence adduced at trial, £

. ¥

. During the trisl, the Defense brought forth no evidence of any command

action to prevent atrocities, nor was there any evidence of any personal
intervention on the part of the commander to require adherence to the
law of war, nor was there any showing that the processes of Japanese
military jus tlru were iuvoked to punish any perpetrators of war crimes.

General MacArthur CGHLTTHEd the findings of the Commission, basing his
confirmation uvpon the advice of a board which reviewed the records of
trial, rejecting the accused's profession of ignorance as incredible. :

* The board concluded that Yamashita both knew of the cffenses and was in

communication with his troops. An excerpt from the board's opinion is
attached, vl :
After the cnnmf-rimn, tire Supreme Court of the Philippines denied General
Yamashita's petition for habeas corpus. The case was subsequently argued
in the U 5. Supreme Ceurt, which denied the petitions for writs of habeas
corpus and prohibition. (327 U. S. 1 (1945)).

The Supreme Court addressed three issues: (1) the jurisdiction of a

+ miJitary commicsion over the accused; (2) whether there was a failure to

state an offencc apainst the law of war; and (3) whether the proceedings
before the corimission were legal.

On the issue of the commission's jurisdiction, the Court, speaking through
Chief Justice Stene, concluded that “the order creating the commission for
the Lri‘1 of pr“**ioner was authorized by military command, and was in

such tr-h3n4l\ tuor the trial of offenses against the law of war committed
“_by enemy combatants." (327 U. 8. 1, at 11).



L

On the issue of whether the crime with which General Yamashita was charged
was an offense under the laws of war, the Court cited relevant portions
of the Hague and Geneva Conventions and concluded that "These provisions
plainly imposed on petitiomer . . . an affirmative duty to take such
measures as were within his power and appropriate in the circumstances to
protect prisoners of war and the civilian population” (at 16). 'As men-
tioned above, no evidence was introducad to indicate that General Yamashita
took any measures to prevent the atrocities.

N
On the procedure issue, Yamashita's lawyers argued that depositions and
hearsay were improperly intreduced. The Court in rejecting this argument
found that some of the procedural rights granted by Congress for court-
martial cases were not "applicable to the trial of an enemy combatant by
a military commission for violation of the law of war" (at 19). The Court
also rejected the Accused's contention that several provisions of the

- 1929 Geneva Convention were violated. The Court found that the provisibns

cited by the Defense did not apply in cases involving violatiors of the
law of war committed while a combatant. The Court concluded by saying
that it could not find that the commission '"violated any act of Congress,
treaty or m%;itary command defining the eommission's authority" (15.?3}.

The case was subsequently returnad to the military for final disposition
on 4 February 19456. On 7 February 1946, General Douglas MacArthur approved
the finding and sentence of the comnission. General Yamashita was hanged

* on 23 February 1946.

The Yamashita case was the firsc ﬁajnr war crime trial completed by the

" Allies after World War II and its procedural standards became a precedent

for the Nuernbergz Tribunals. The evidence considered by the Commission
was clearly sufficient as a matter of law to permit the finder of fact to
reach a finding of guilty as to the charge and many of the specifications
under the Bill of Particulars. The procedures applied were consastent
with the laws applicsble to military tribunals and with the international
law standards of 1945.



INCLOSURE: General Headquarters, United States Army Forces, Pacifie
Office of the Theatre Judpe Advocate, Review of the Record of Trial
by a Military Commission of Tomovuki Yamashita, Gensral, Imperial

Japanese Army, 206 Docember 1945,

.......

o -
The only real question in the case concerns

accused's respongibility for the atrocities shown to
have been comnitted by members of his compand. Upoh
this issue a carcful reading of all the evidence
impels the conclusion that it_demonstrates. this responsi=
bility. In the first place the atrocities were so
numerous, involved so many people, and were SO wide-
spread that accusad's professed ignorance is incredible.
Then, too, their manner of commisszion reveals a
striking siamilarity of pattern throughout.... In many
instances there was evidence of prearrangad planning
of the sites of the executions. Almost uniformly the
atrocities were committed under the supervision of
officers or noncommissioned officers and in several

‘instances there was direct proof of statements by

the Japanese participants that thev were acting
pursuant to orders of higher authorities, in a few

, cases Yamashita himself being mentioned as the

®
e
-

source of the ordar. There was also a similarity

of method in cases involving prisconers of war and
civilian internces. All this leads to the inevitable
conclusion that the atrocities were not the sporadic
acts of soldiers out of control but were carried cut
pursuant to a deliberate plan of mass extermination
which must have emanated from higher authority or at
at least had its approval. Evidence in the form of
captured diarics and deocuments also indicates that
the executions of civilians were ordered bv higher ™
command. ... Espeecially noteworthy was an order of
the Kobayashi Group, commanded by accused throuch
General Yokoyara. This order was found in the Manila
area and directed that all people on the battleficld
in and around Manila, except Japancse and special
construcktion units, be put to death. This group

was commanded by a major general and the source of
the order thereforc comes high in tha chain of
cenmand, close to the accused himself. From the
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widespread character of the atrocities as above
outlined, the crdcrliness of their execution and the
proof that they werc done pursuant to orders, the
conclusion is 1ncv15*lLe that the accused knew about
them and either gave his tacit approval to them or
;at least failed to do anvthing either to prevent them
or to punish their perpetrators. Accused himself

admitted that he ordered the suppression or "mopping
up" of guerrillas and that he took no steps to guard
against any excessges in the execution of this order.
One cannot be unmindful of the fact that accused, an
expericnced officer, in giving such an order must
have bean aware of the dancers involved when such in-
structions were comunicataed to' troops the type of
Lh“ Japancse

Thex e was some evidence in the record tﬂnding to :

© . 'econnecl accused cven nore directly with the commiesion

of some of the atrocities.  His own Staff Judge Advocatsa,
Colonel Jlighihaxu, Lalkd him that there was a larcﬂ
nunber of guarrillas xu custody ard not sufficient time
o try thoem and said that the l-s.m_::ei. Tai "would pun*s"t
those .whio were to b punished". To this proposition that
guerxillas thus to be excvuted without trial accused
merely nodded in apparent approval.... Accused stoutly
insists that he knew na*} g of any of the atrocities
and assigns as the reason for his lack of knowledge the

. eompleta breakdown of the communications incicdent
to the swifit and overpowering advance of the American
forces and to hisg cmﬂgleh: precccupation with plans
for the defense of the Philippines. He states that
his troons were disorganized and out of control,
Jeaving the inference that he could not have prevented

the atrocities even had he Known of them. With

- respett Lo Hanila, he insists that he had only tactical
command of naval troops oncrating in the eity and
although he had antharity to restrain such troops
COlifL1ﬁﬂ disorders, he could not discipline them,
the situation beirg thus complicated by dual control

betweenr himsclf and the Navy. Here in particular
the defonse witnesses tescified to a breakdocwn of
communicabions with the forces in Manila. while,
however, it mzy be concedce! that the accused was

operating undar scne @ifficulty dua to the rapidity

of the advance of Lhe Amoricans, there was substantial
evidencoe in the rocord that the situation was not so

bad as stabted by Lhe accussd. General Yokoyama admitted
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that he had communication with troops in Manila until

" 20 February and with the accused until June and made

frequent reports to him. Surely a matter so important
as the massacre of 8,000 people by Japanese troops must
necesqa*;ly have been repor ted. Since accused had
authority to control the operations of the naval trcops
he cannot absolve himself of responsibility by showing
that others had the duty of punishing them for dis=-
orders. There is no suggestion as to aﬂy breakdown
in communications with Batangas where late in February
some of the most widespread atrocities cccu"rcu, nor

is there any substantial proof that cormunications with
the other points in the islands at which atrocities
occurred were at all interrupted. It is also note-
worthy that the mistreatment of prisoners of war at

Ft. McKinley occurred while accused was present in his
headquarters onlv a few hundred yards distant and scne

of the other atrccities transpired close to tﬁe proximity

of Baguio where he had his headguarters aiter removal
from Manila. Taken all tugnthe-, the court was- fully
warranted in finding that accused failed to dhscbar_

his responsibility to control his troops thereby ver-
mitting the atrocities alleged and was thus guilty as
charged.

Cm—— . - —
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= with the
Burcpean Theater of Opsrations
S APC 227
EOARD OF EEVISH NO. 1 ) 6 JAN 1945
C¥ ETO 5555

UNITED STATZS 2478 TIFANTRY DIVISION

)
Va g T'I‘i.ﬂi by GCY, convensd &t Rotgen,
i Germany, 11 November 1944. Sentence:

Private EDDIE D. SLOVIK To be shot to death with musketry.
(36296415), Company G, 109th
Infantry

HOLDING BY BCARD COF REVIEN NO. 1
HITER, SARGENT and STEVELS, Judge Advocates

1. The record of triezl in the case of the soldier named above
has been examined by the Ecar® of Review, and the Board submits this,
its holding, to the Assistant Judze Advocate Teneral in charge of the
Branch Office of the Judge Adwvocate “eneral with the European Theater
of Operations.

2; ~Accused was tried upon tre following Charge and specifica=
tions:
HARGEs Violation of the 58th jrticle of iar.

Specification 1l: In tlhat Trivate Eddie D. Slovik,
Compeny G, 109th Infantry 2id, at or near
Elbeuf, France, on or sbout 25 Aumast 1944,
degsert the service of the Unlted Stztes by
absenting himself without proper leave from
his orzanization, with intent to avoid hazarde
oua duty and to shirk iosortant service, to
wit: action gpainst the mnemy, and did remain
absent in desertion until he wes delivered to
United States mdlitary authorities by Canadian
military authorities at or nsar Brussels,

Belgium, on or sbout 4 Cotober 1944, 5555
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Specificetion 2¢ In that # # # did, at or near
Rocherath, Belgium, on or about & October
1954, desert the service of the United States by
absenting himself without ;roper leave from
his erganization, with intent to zvoid
hazardous duty and toc shirk dupertant service,
to wit: actieon against the enemy, and did
remain absent in desertion until he surrendered
himself zt or near Rocherath, Belgium, on or

- about 9 October 1944,

He pleaded not guilty and, all of the members of the court present

at the time the vote ws taken concurring, was foind guilty of the
Charge and both specificotions thereunder. Ilo evidence of previous
convictions wes introduced. All of the members of the court present
ct the time the vote was taken concurring, -he was sentenced to be
dighonorably discharged the service, to forfeit all pay and allowances
dus or to become due, and to be shot to death with musketry. The
reviewing authority, the Coiianding Generzl, '28th Infantry Division,
approved only so much of the sentence as provided that accused be shot
to death with musketry and forwerded the record of trial for action
under Article of TJar 48. The confirming authority, the Comsnding
General, Buropean Theater of Operations, confirmed the 'sentence, as
agproved, and withheld the order directing exscution thersof pursuant
to Article of Far 503.

3. Uncontradicted evidence for the prosecution showed sub-
stantially the followings:

Sometims after 25 July 1944 accused came overseas from
Fort Ceorge G. leade, luryland, &s a member of a group of replace-
ments (A8). The group proceeded via Zncland to Omaha Zeach, France,
thence to Pa couple of different places™ and thereafter to the
Third Replacement Depot (France), where accused was assigned to the

+28 Infantry Division. On 25 August the group went to the division

headguarters and accused, together with 14 other replacezents, was
division headquarters azn officer gave the group, including accused,
en orientztion lecture (R9,10,11) and ammunition was issued to
them (R9). According to the testimony of one of their number,
Private “eorge W. Thoupson, it wos a matter of common lmowledge
and general conversation among the members of the group as to

what company they were to join, where the company was and whether
or not it was engaged in combat (H10). Witness explained that

the mepbers of the group "didn't know whst to expect and didn't
come to any definite conclusion zbout where we were going®, but
"had a mretty strong suspicion” that the division was engaged with
the eneny. They did not know definitely what Company G was doing
but "just imagined that it was fighting™ (E9).

5599
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On the same day, 25 August, according to Thompson's testi-

.mony, the group entiucked at division headgquariere for Company G,

then located at Elbeuf, France (1i9,10), (ZElbeuf is approximately
80 miles west~northwest of Paris). Zn route, the replacemants
ineluding sccused, "saw some demage, some burned out wehicles and
shelled places", but saw no zction fRID,ll). After proceeding
for about two or three hours they stopped &t what apparently was
& rest area, left their pmcks, and conbinued on the trucks to the

.outskirts of Elbeuf, where they detrucked, after moving zlong che

edge of the city they recched an open lot where they M"dug in" at
about 2300 hours, Thompson saw accused ywith the group at this time.
Between 2300 and 2330 hours the replacements, including cccused,
entered the city of Zlbeuf to join Company G (89,10). There were
#a lot.of troop movements and shelling" and

"it took quite a while beczuse there was
a lot of confusion. Ve moved around some
but stayed elose together so none of us
would get lost® (R1O).

Thompson kmew accused was at Elbeuf with the group sbout 0100 hours

26 Augusi Lzcause he !mew =nd recognized accused's voice., This was
the last time he "saw® hix, however, and so far as he knew, accused
was not present for duty with his company at any time thereafter (211).
The company remained at Zlbeuf on 26 Aujust until Canadian troops "took
over®” and it then procssdad through Paris, Belcium =nd Luxembourg to
the Siegfried line (R10). During this movement occasional enemy action
wes encountered and up until the time of trizl the compiny was engaged
generally in fighting and campaigning in the invasion ERH.}.

: Captzin Ralph O. Grotte, company comsander of Compeny G,
109th Infentry, testified that at the tinse of trial /11 Novesb
he had Dbeen in comand thereof for a month and 2 half and that accused
physically joined Company G on 8 October when it was m:-g;nizi:iy‘ and
not in emmtact with the enemy. Accused Yhad been ebsent dthout
leave and had been returned to me through ihe battalion”. jiitnees
never pranted accused permission to be absent (R13), and no permission
was requested. Accused was never resent wiih the company for duky
excepl on B8 October for one or tws hours (HlL). On that day a
battalion sergeant rzjor brought him to the compuny command post
where witness assignad him to the Lth platoon, turned him over to the
platoon laader and forbede him to leave the company area unless he
bad permission from <itness, The platoon leader eonducted accused
to his platoon and introduced him to his squad leader (213). There-
after accused cams Lo witness ond Incuired of him if could be tried
for being absent without leuve. Crotte told hin he would find out
and caused h'm to be placed inu arrest and returned to his :latoon
area, where grotte directed him to stay. Jbout an hour later accused
witness #'If I leave now will it te desertion?' anc witness renlied
that it would be. .ccused laft ond therezfter he was not seen in

m;ﬁ?ﬁaum o 5599
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the company nor was he present with the company for duty, On 8
October accused did not request permission to be absent, nor did
witness grant him the same. Since the time Grotte assumed comrand,
the company campaigned generally snd both before and after 8 Uctobar
engaged in ﬁ?ﬁ.ing, during which it attacked the enemy on one
occasion (R14).

About 0830 hours § October accused came to the Military
Government Detachment, 112th Infantry, which since the preceding
day was located at Rocherath , Belgium, handed a cook a green
slip of paper containing bandwriting, and stated that he, accused,
had made & confession. The cook informed his "commanding officer®,
Second Lievtenant Thomas F. Griffin, of the-matter when the latter
returned to the detachment about 1100 hours. Griffin thereupon
talephoned the S-1 of the 109th Infantry and reguasted that someone
call for accused (R14=16). About 1230-1245 hours & sergeant arrived

(R15) and drove accused to the orderly room of the 109th Infantry,

where he handed the green slip of paper to the temporary military
police officer, First Lieutenant Wayme L. Furd, The latter testified
that he read the slip and directed the sergeant to deliver accused
to the military police for temporary dustody, Hurd then delivered
the slip first to the adjutant and then to Lisutenant Colonel Roes

C. Henbest. Subsequently on the same day sccused sipmed the slip in
the presence of Furd &nd Henbest, both of whom also sizned the same
(R12; Fros.Ex.4). The green slip of paper, a U.S5. Army Post Exshange
flower orcer form, with writing in ink on each side thereof, was
adnitted in evidence e= Pros.Ex.4. The deflense stated it had no
chjections to the adm'ssion of the exhibit (R12) which reads as
follows:

/Randprinted in ink/

"I Pvt. Eddie D. Slovik #36896415 confess to
the Desertion of the United States Army. At
the time of my Desertlon we were in Albuff

in France., I come to Albuff as a PReplacement.
They were shilling the town and we were told.
to dig in for the night The flowing morning
they were shilling us again, I was so scared
nerves and trembling that at the time the

other Beplacenents moved out I couldn't move.

I stayed their in my fox hole till it was quite
and I was able to move. I then walked in towm, —
Jiot seeing any of vour Troops so I stayed over
night at a French hospital. The next morning

I turned myself over to the Canadiczn Provost
Corp. After being with them six weeks I was
turned over to American il.P. They turned me
lose. I told my commanding officer my story.,

T said that if I had to go out their again Id
run away. He said their was nothing he could
do for me so I ran awey agzain A ILL RUN ANAY

5559
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AGATH IF I HAVE TO GO OUT THEIR.
Signed Pvt, Eddie D. Slovik fmma@;"
A.S.N. 368964157,

ﬁlmaa side, on zrinted form, handwritten in inﬂ:

- "Hocherath, Zeldum
Oct 11, 1944%

This statement i: made in the mresence of
Lt. Col Hoss C. Henbest 0237158 and lst Lt
Wayne Hurd, O-463853

I have been told that this statement can
be held against re and that I nade it of ny
omn free will and that I do not have to =ske

it.
Signed:®
Eddie D. Slovik

Above statement was signed in the presence

of the undersigned:
/e/ Boss C. Henbest
Boss 3 est ®

Lt Col, infantry
Je/ Tayme L. Hurd

L: Hurd #
!st. Lt.Inl™*(Fros.o%.4).
#Handprinted.

Furd testifisd "Sverything that a ears on the green slip of paper
mmdnm:lwhthﬂdnfﬂﬂmt" {r12).

4o Afver Duld mlanntlun of his rights to testify, make
an unsworn statement or remain silent, accused elected to remain

silent. The defense introduced no evidence (mé).

5. Specification 1 of the Charre as originally drafted charged
in part that accused absented hinsalf without leave

Sxith intent to awoid haszardous duty, to wit:
action against the enemy, and did recain asbsent
in desertion until he surrendered hissaif i
the 507th LP Battalion at or na=r Drussels,
ﬂ.laim".
Acting on behalf of the a -ointing wuthority, the Staff Judge Advocate,

28th Infantry Division, subsegquent to ihe investiystion under the
70th Article of Tlar, emended the sbove guoted portion of the Srecification

to resd as follows:
wrth intent to avoid hasardous duty cnd to shirk 5555
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important service, to wit: action against the
enemy, and did remain absent in desertion until

he was delivered to Unitsd States military auth-
orities by Cenadian military authorities at or

near brussels, Belgium, on or about 4 October 1944,

Specification 2 of the Charge 25 originally drafted
charged in rart that accused absented himself without leave

Mepith intent to awoid hazardous duty, to wit:
action agzinst the enemy, and did remsin sbsent
in desertien until he surrendered himself to
military authorities at or near” ete.

The Staff Judpe Advocate, subsequent to the investigation under the
TOth Article ‘of War, amended the sbove wucted portion of the
Specification to read as follows:

Myith intent to avoid hazardous duty and to shirk
important service, to wit: action agzinst the
enemy, and did remsin absent in desertion until
he surrendered himself at or near", etc

Paragraph 34, lfanual 1. Courts-ilartial, 1928, page 22
reads in part:

“iction by officer exercising court-martisl juris-

diction.—-
% # #

the charges may be redrafted over the signature
thereon, provided the redraft does not involve

any substantlial change or include any person, of-
fense, or matter not feirly ineluded in the charges
as received”
The addition to each Specification of the words "and to shirk important
service" amounted essentially to no more than an additional description
and characterization of the escential object which aceused was charged
with intending to avoid, namely, "action against the enemy"., It

added nothing that was not fairly inferable from the specifications as
a whole as originally drafted, The zlteration from the zllegation

of surrender to a military police organization to that of delivery by
Canadian military authorities to United States military suthorities
(Specification 1) and the elimination of the words "to military
authorities® following the words "surrendered himself" (Specification
2) were riot substantial modificutions. As the offense of desertion

is complete when the person ebsents himself ydthout sutherity from

his place of service with the requisite intent (10, 1928, par,.67, p.52;
par.130a, p.l42), and since the maximun punishment for desertion
however terminated is now death (&f 58; B.0. 9048, 3 Feb. 1942, (sec.
IV, Bull.6, WD, 9 Feb 1942, 10, 1928, rar.lOLc, p.97, note)), the

o
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manner of termination is not materizl (Cf: C! ETO 2473, Cantwell),

In view of the fores oing it is concluded that the redraft involved

no substzntial change and did not include any offense or matter not
fadrly included in the charges as recsived,

The pleading of both specific intents under Article of
War 28 in une specification was proper wnd left the secution
{ree to prove elther or both of the Intents alleged (CI 570 2432,
Durde; Clf ETO 2481, Newton; CY 10 3234, Gray), and in any event, as
&ove inferred, it seens clear that the hazardous duty alleged, to
wit: action against the eneny, necessarily involved imsortant service,

6. The question for determinstion is whether the record
contains substantisl competent evidince of each of the four elements
of each offense charged, namely:

(1) that accused absented himself or remained absent
without lesve from his place of service, as alleged;

(2) that his unit "was vnder orders or anticipated orders
involving either (a) hazardous cuty or (b) some im-
portant serviced (L0, 1921, nanl(9, o.344);

(3) thzt notice of such orders and of imminent hazardous
duty or important service was actually brought home
to him; and

(4) that at the time he absented hingalf he entertained
the specific intent to avoid hagardous duty or shirk
important cervice (00 70 2368, lybrand and authord-
ties therain cited; CL 270 3234, Jrov).

(a) As to Specificstion 1:

" (1) That accused absented himself without leave E
at sometire on ths rd:ht of 25-26 “uzust 1944 is estehlished by the
testimony of one of tie other replacements in his group that zccused
was with the proup shen it Joined Copmreny G, 109th Infuntry, st the -
eity of ilbouf, France, but was not present with them ofter sbout QLOD
hovrs 26 Aurust. The compeny coumender testified that accused did not
Fhysically join the comp=ny until & October end thet he had no -ermission
to be absent -rior Lo that date, Irn his voluntury confession accused
stcited that le wzs senarated fros his ¢nit on the nisht in cuestion,

Spent the nizht zt o Franch hospital, surrendered to the "Canadian

Frovoest Corp” on the followin” morning, passed six weeks with them and

was then turned over to "Anerican [LF.". Ih= fact thit the record does
not show clesrly thut accused was physice)ly oresent with his compeny

at the tiss la absanted kil self dras pot constitute & essentisl var—
fance fron the alle stion thut he whserted hinself +ithout leave from

tis op-upization, as he was under sllitary control of divisional or
regimentel officers and under ordars to join his compary (G MATO 5555
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1259 (1944), Bull. JAG, Vol.III, Wo.l, Jan 1944, sec.385, pp.7-8).
He was not effectively returned to military contrel until his
delivery to the United States lilitary suthorities (4RE15-300,

25 War 1944, par.lh; SPJGA 251.22, Sept 2, 1942, Bull. JAG, Vol,I,
liouk, Sept 1942, AR 345-155, p.251; SPJGA 1543/19359, 31 Dec 1943,
Eull, JAG, Vol.III, Ho.l, Jan.194k, sec.il9 (2), p.9)s The dack
of proof of the allegation that sccused was delivered "at or near
Orussels, Selgium®, is immaterial as is slso the lack of specific
proof that this occurred on or sbout 4 October (251.19, Jan 9, 1919,
Dig.Op.JAG, 1912-1940, sec.il6 (14) p.271; G ET0 2473,

ﬂ'f: 'G;; ETG M’ M}a

(2) The evidence is not clear whether or not %hen
zgoused so absented hinself he had beconms attached to Comapny G or was
still a member of the group of 15 replacements engaged in the process
of Joining Company G. Assuming the latter in accused's favor, the
evidence leaves no doubt that his unit, the group, was under orders
to join Company G, which on the day following the group's arrival,
proceeded from its st:otion nsar Zlbeuf through France, Selgium and
Luxembourg t> the Siegfried Line, encounterin:z enemy action en
route, as was reasonably Lo be anticipested. It is thus evident that
both the orders mentioned and future orders to be anticipeted with
respect to Company G's movements inwvolved the hazardous duty and import-
ant service of action against the enemy.

(3) Accused was & member of a group of replacemsnts
wiiich had come together from the United St:ites, through England, to
France ol thers Yo & replacement depot where they were assigned to
the 28th Infantry division., At division headcuarters accused and the
other rerbers of the group heard an orientation lecture and were issued
amurd tion. o route to the compeny to which accused and the others
were assigned they saw no current enemy action but saw the unmistakable
effects of past enemy action - Ysome damage, some burned out wehicles
znd shelled places™. The group, including accused, stopped and left
their tacks at a rest area and cootinued on to the vicinity of the
company to which they had been assizned, where they "dug in". When
the sroup, which according to some prosecution testimony stiTlincluded
accused, proceeded to joln Company G, there were "a lot of troop
moverments and shelling”. In accusadsconfession he stated "They
were shilling the town" when the group "dug in® and sgain the following
morning.

Hotlice of the orders and anticipated orders invelwing the
hazardous duty and important service of action against the enemy could
hardly have been more forcefully brought home to accused, who obviously
knew what was in store for him and the others and who, according teo
his own statement, Wwus so scared nerves and trerbling that at the
time the other Heplacements moved out”, he "couldn't move”.

(4) Accused absented himself »dithout leave on 25 ok

26 August and his group either joined or wee about to join Comapny 5555
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G under the circumstances above described. He remained absent until
8 October, at which time the company was reorganizing and was not in

ccontact withthe enemy, The company commenced its forward movement

sometime on 26 August, less ihan a day after the commencement of ac-
cused's unauthorized absence, and, as stated, encountered expected

enegy action on its course through France and Belgium. Accused's
absence was calculated to and did result in his awoidance of the
bhazardous duty and shirking of the important serwvice of action

against the enemy. At the.trial seccused offered no explanation of

his absence. Even apart from his confesslon, the foresoing evidence
supports on inference of intent on accused's part at the time of absent~
ing himself to avoid such duty and to shirk such service. His confes-
zion specifically states that he confesses "to the Deserticn of the
United Stztes Army" at ®Albuff" znd that he told his commanding officer
"that if I had to go out their again Id run away®. His commanding
officer testified thzt when accused came to the company on B October he
asked if he could be tried by court-martial for absence without leave.
The confession and this evidence remove any reasonsble doubt, if any
exist; that accused's intention, when he absented himself without

leave on 25 or 26 August 1944, was to avoid the hazardous duty and import-
ant service of action against the enemy.

The Board of Heview is of the opinion Lhat the evidence
convincingly esteblishes 211 elements of the offense allaged in
Specification 1 of the Charge and fully supports the court's findings
of guilty thereof (C!f ETO 3473 Cantwell; CL{ ZTO 2368, Lybrand; Ci ZTO
4743, Gotschall; CM ETO 5117 DeFrank; Cil ZT0 5293, Killen and author-
ities cited in those cases).

(b) As to Specification 2:

(1) The testimony of Cuptain Grotte, company commander
of Company G, establishes that accused sbsented himself on & October
after beinz present with the company for only cone or two hours, and
that he neither recuested neor was granted -ermission to leave. He®
remained absent until about 08320 hours 9 October when he surrendered
to the 1Hlitary Government Detachment, 112th Infartry, at Rocherzth,
“plgium., It is reasonable inferzble from the evidence that Company.G
was located at or near that place, as alleged, when accused absented
hizelf.

(2) At the time accused absented himself, his company,
according to the testimony of its commanding officer, "was reorganizing®
and althsugh not then in contact with the enemy, it thereafter enpaced
in close contact and fighting therewith. Thompson testified that the
conpany proceeded from Belgium through Luxembourg to the Seirfried Line
and that the 109th Infantry encountered occasional enemy action en
route, The company on & October was obviously under orders or at least
anticipated orders involving the hazardous duty and important service

of action sgainst the enemy.
59555
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(3) i‘hen accused came to Company G on 8 October, he
knew that it had advanced from Elbeuf, France, to the vicinity of
Rocherath, Belgium. At the company commend post he was assigned
and physically conducted tothe Lth platoon and introduced to his
squad leader. Accused knew that he was at that point an integral
part of & fighting organiszation which in all likelihcod would not
remain static but would press forvard apainst the enemy. The
evidence points unmistakebly to the conclusion that notice of the
orders or anticipated orders involving the hazardous duty and import-
ant service of action against the cnemy was directly brought home to
accused before he absented himself ydithout leave on B Octobar,

(4) Shortly after cominz to Company G on 8 October,
accused asked if he could be tried for absence without leave. FHaving
in mind the facts and circumstances zmentioned in (3), supra, and
after being placed in arrest by his company comuender, accused cshed
him #1If I leave now will it be desertion'® and recsived an affirma-
tive answer, after which he left the company, wrote out and signed
his confession and surrendered the following day to the Military
Government Detachment, 112th Infantry. Coincidently with his surrender
he delivered his confession to military authorities and later affirmed
and signed the statement in the rresence thereof. In the confession
accused stated that he told his commanding officer his story and

"gaid that if I had to go out their agains
Id run away. ke said their was nothing
he could do for me so I ran away again
AD ILL RUN AVAY AGATIN IF I HAVE TO GO
OUT THEIR".

This evidenece lsads inevitably to the conclusion that accused deliber-
ately absented himself on £ Ocisber with the intent of deserting the
military service so that he would be tried by court-mertial and incar-
cerated and thus avoid the haszardous duty and shirk the important service
of action against the enenmy.

The Doard of Review is again of the opinion that the evidence
convinecingly establishes all elements of the offense alleged in
Specificetion 2 of the Charse and fully supports the court's findings
of gpuilty thereof (CI ETO 2,73, Cantwell; CM ETO 2368, Lybrand: CM
IT0 4743, Gotschalls Cil ETO 5117 DeFrank; Cif ETO 5293, Killen; and
authorities cited in those cases).

7. Cereful and painstaking examination of the record of trial
reveals that accused was accorded fully due process of law as pro—
vided by the Articles of Var (Cf: United Stutes ex rel Innes v. Hiatt
11 Fed. (2nd) 664; ClLZ 510 2297 Johnson and loper), and fails to
show any action, or ruling by the trial court which prejudiced in any
degree the substantial righis of accused. Eleven days elapsed
between the service of charges upon him and the date of trizl (R5),
at which defense counsel specificelly stzted that accused was "ready

-10- 5559
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to proceed with the trial at this time® (R7). The voluntariness

of his confession is attested by the evident fact that he himself
wrote it on the flower order form and signed it wholly on his omn
injtiative before subpitting it to military suthorities, Under the
eircumstances it constituted a particularly credible and damning
plece of evidence, as accused obviously intended it should be. In
view of the clear evidence of accused's guilt of each Specification,
the presence of leading questions in the record of trial may not be
deensd to have injuriously affected his substantisl rights (CI ETC
4820, Skovan). Thare is nothing in the rscord of trial to indicate
that accused was other than sane and responsible for his acts either
at the times of the offenses or at the time of trial. The statement
of the division pneuropsychiatrist dated 26 October 1944, and con-
tained in the accompanying papers, is an affirmative indicetion of
accused's sanity and responsibility at those timses.

8. The charge sheet shows that accused is 24 years eight months
of age and was inducted at Detroit, tichigan, 3 January 1944 and
subsequent service as follows:

Ragaigned D-59 Inf Tng E2n, Cp Wolters,
Tex 31 Jan 443 attached GFRD £1 Ft
Heade )d 11 July 44j attached to GFRS
1, Aug 4h; attached to 3rd Replacement
DI;I;-“ 19 Aug 4b4; assigned to Co G, 109

9. The court was legally constituted and had jurdsdietion of
the person and offenses. lio errors injuriously affecting the sub-
stantial rights of accused were committed during the trial. The
Board of RJeview is of the opinion that the record of trial is lerally
sufficient to support the findings of guilty and the sentence.

10. Tue penalty for desertion cormitted in time of war is death
or such other punishment the court-martial may direct (AW 58).

[ S 5555
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War Department, Branch Office of The Judge Advocate General with the
Buropean Theater of Operations. A&‘p{s m: Gmnd.ing
General, European Thester of Operatiohs, , U.S

1. In the case of Private EDDIE D. SLOVIK (36896415), Company
G,~05th Infantry, attention is invited to the foregoing holding by the
Board of Review that the record of trisl is legally sufficient to suppors
the sentence, which holding is hereby approved. Under the provisiona
of 4rticle of War 503, you now have authority to order execution of the
sentence.

2. This is the first death sentence for desertion which has reach =t
me for examination. It is probably the first cf the kind in the Assricas
Army for over eighty years, — there were none in World War I. In this
case, the extreme penalty of death appears warranted. This soldier had
performed no front line duty. He did not intend to, He deserted fros Lis
group of fifteen when sbout to join the infantry company to which he k.2
beern sssigned. His subsequent conduct snows a deliberate plan to securs
trisl and incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged was mare
severs than he had anticipatad, but the imposition of a less severe
sentence would only have accomplished the accused!s purpose of sscuring
his incarceration and coisegusnt freedom from the dangers which so =any
of our armed forces are required to face daily. FEHis unfavorable ¢iviliz:
record indicates tlat he is not & worthy subject of clemency.

3. VWhen copies of the publishen order are forwarded to this office,

‘they should be accompanied by ‘the foregoing holding, this:indorsement wl

the record of trizl which 1s delivered to you herewith. The file mui=s
of the record in this office is Gl ET0 5555. For convenience of referencs,
plm; nlace that mumber in brackets at the end of the order: (CU EX
5555 )e

4. Should the sentence &s imposed by the curt and confirmad Uy
you be cerried into execution, it is requested that a full cojy of the
proceedings be forwarded to this office in order that its files may '

mﬂplm- - 3
/ot :
E. C. HeMEIL,
Erigadier Ceneral, [mitud States AT,
Assistant Judse Advocite Goneral.
1 .ncl: G
Record of Trial 53

(Sentence ordersd exscuted. GCMD 27, ETO, 23 Jan 1945)
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Migs Pam Wichterman
3522 Middlshurat load
Hortou, Calo 44203

Dear Hiss Wichterman:

This 48 in reply to your letter of 8 April 1974 comcerning the court-
martial and exscution of Privace Eddia D. Slovik.

In a letter, dated 27 December 1953, addressed through Mr. C. A. Pearce,
of Duell, Sloan and Pearce, Inc., to Mr. Willias= Hradford inde, Major
General Norwman D. nuu-undﬂ:uhnmunutMthn reason why
he had deleted from Private Slovik's sentence the words pertaining to

a dishonorabla discharge and the forfeiture of all pay and allowances.
Ba further stated that he assumad that his action had been taken because
of advice from his staff judge advocate that the daleted words did not
properly belong in the sentence.

General Cota's assumption was correct, The staff judge advocate of the
28th Infantry Division had advised Genaral Cota that: "The seuntence

is excessive in thot there is no authority for a court-martial to
impose dishonorable discharpe snd total forfedtures in addition to
death for violation of Article of War 58."

NInoT S

In any case, the sentence of the court-martial would have had no effect

on either the payment of pay and allowances or the payment of the life |
insurance. Bacawe of allotments pald for Private Slovik while he was i
in & non-pay status, his pay account reflected a balance of §45.53 due

the United States Government, The life insurance payments are adeiulsterad

by the Veterans' Administration. It should be noted that the pertinent

law provides: 'No insurance shall be payable for death inflicted...

for military...offenses.” ﬂmﬁ

I trust chat this provides the information you dnin.

CPT Anthony/pwec/756-1193/8May 74 Clerk of Court
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s N\ ,}';f.a‘ 25481 Via Gorrion
Mission Viejo, California 92675
25 April 19, 1974 '
i /

The President A\ 4 ’
The White House T S
Washington, D. C.

Mr. President:

entitled: "THE EXECUTION OF PRIVATE SLOVIK." After the film was aired,
| was cqmpa]laa-greud the book to ascertain similarity of fact, The book, in
my opinion, more vividly details the atrocity committed against Mr. Slovik then
the film.

/ Hopefully, you are aware of the recent notoriety lended to the telavision film

| feel that it is imperative that some degree of restitution be afforded Mrs. Slovik,
Certainly, she should receive Pvt. Slovik's insurance monies. This is such a small
token when compared to the injustice done fo both of them. Furiher, every efforf

should be made to have Eddie rest besides the other men who gave their lives for
their country. =

When apprised of the facts, it is inconceivable to me how one could judge the man
a coward. He simply stated his limitations and made no secret of the fact that he
would go to any means not to have fto fight. Hasn't it been said that a wise man
knows his limitations? Assuredly, he did not steal away in the dark of the night
as is the way of a true coward. His sentence did not befit the crime!

Mr. Huie, the author of the book, states that this execufion caused considerable
embarrassment to many men in esteemed positions. However, too much time has
passed and embarrassments should be asided so the entrinsic values our men died
for can be upheld.

Purportedly the execution was done as a deterrent to future deserters, yet no one

knew it [the execution] had taken place save for those few involved. Suraly,
this in itself is some admission of guilt on the powers that be.

Being a compansionate man, and one who also has been unjustly accused, |
pray you will use the influence of your Gffice to take whatever measures neces—

sary to see that some form of justice is carried forth.

Respectfully yours,

U
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Mrs. Dorothy W. Hoss
3211 Tallywood lrive, #5
Fayetteville, Morth Carolins 28303

aar Hre. Hoss:

This is in reply to your letter of 15 March 1974 concerning executions,
dasertions, and sbsences without leave in the United States Army.

The courts-martial manual in use In 1944 explains absence without leave
in Article of War 61 as [ollows:

"Any person subject to military law who falls to repair at the fized
time to the properly appointed place of duty, or goes from same without
proper leave, or sbsents hiwself from his command, guard, quarters,
ltll‘::ﬂ. or camp without proper leave, shall be punished as a court-martiasl
may direct.”

Arcicla of War 5B states:

"Desertion is absence without leave accompanied by the intention not
to return, or to avold hazardous duty, or to shirk isportant service.’

The Manual provides further, 'Any person subject to military law who
deserts or attempts to desert the service of the United States shall,

if the offense be committad in tisme of war, auffer desth or such other
punishment as a court-martial may direct, and, if the offense be committed
at Tir!:thu time, any punishpent, axcepting death, that & court-martial
may ek,

Private Eddie Slovik was not the only soldier executed during World War II.
e waa, however, the only one vho suffered the extreme penalty solely

for a desertion offense. Five other individuals were exscuted by firing
squad for a varlety of multiple offenses, which wsually included murder.




Mra. Dorothy W. Roass

During World War II approximately 67 soldiars were executed by hangiag.
These occurred world-wide, but not at the United States Tdsciplioary
Barracks, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. During the period 1950 chrough

13 April 1961, aix executions were conducted at Fort lLaavenworth by
hanging. Cffenses included murder, rape, and robbery, with combinations
of two or all of the stated offanses.

The maximum punishsent for desertion today, in time of peace, i{s five
years. The moat serious specification under this charge is desertiomn
with iotent to avoid hazardous duty.

I trust that this will provide the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,
s
Clerk of Court

MR:
1. Statistical information furnished by Mrs Coleman, JAAJ-CC.
2, Articles of War quoted directly from Manual for CM, 1928

Mr Robinson/pwe/756-1193/26Apr74
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Mrs. John D. Ross
3211 Tallywood Dr. #5
Fayetteville, N.C. 28303

Department of the Army
Historical Information
ThE—ifenbeden
wWashington, D.C.




A

3211 Tallywood Dr. #5
Fayetteville, N.C. 28303
March 15, 1974

Department of the Army
Historical Information
The Pentagon
Washington, D.C.

Gentlemen:

After watching the movie concerning Pvt. Eddie Slovik, the soldier who was
executed via firing sguad in 1945, I have some guestions that I would like to
ask and have answered. During his era in the service, what constituted desertion
and what constituted AWOLZ

I have been told that Slevik was the only one executed via firing squad but that
other men have been punished or murdered by hanging at Ft. Levenworth, Kansas.
If this is so, what was the reason they were hanged and were any of them for
desertion. How many have been hanged, when, and for what reasons?

Is Slovik the only person that has ever deserted and what is the punishment for
this today?

A prompy reply at your earliest convenience reference to this matter shall be
appreciated.

Respectfully yours,

- ,{jjj

(Mrs,) Dnrathyiﬁi Ross

(A3
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JAAL-CC
Mr. Jerri L. Halas

was more severa than he had anticipated, but the ieposition of a lema
severe punishwect would only have accowplished the accused’'s purpose
of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were requirved
to face daily.

All of the asbove factors should be remesbered when attaspting to undar-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,

SIGNED

LANRENCE H. WILLIAMS

Brigadier Genaral, USA

Assistant Judge Advocete General
for Miitary Law

CFi
DACS-XSW, Wil 5293, 19 Apr 74 (2)

CPT Anthony/pwe/756-1193/224pr74
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Mr, Jerri L. Hale

5872 Southeast Harney Drive
Apartuent B

Portland, Oregon 97206

Daar lMr. Hala:

On behalf of President iixon, I am replying to your letter postmarked
8 April 1974 regarding the court-martial and execution of Private Eddie D.
Slovik. As much as he would like to, the President cannot reply personally

to avery communication he receives, Tharefore, Le has asked the departments

and agencles of the Federal Covernment to reply in ids behalf in those
instances where they have lynul knowladge or spucial authority under
the law. For this reason, your correspondence was forwarded te officlals
of the Department of Defensa.

Your comments concerning this case are certainly understamdable, War
is slways tragic in its consequences.

Une should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. When
judgnent was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in a
desperate struggle with a powar which had come dangerously close te
enslaving mankind. The lives of thousands, both those on the bartlefield
es well as those in the infamous death camps of the Third laich, depended
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shertly after
Private Slovik's trial, American forces in BDelgium were suffering heavy
casualties in the enscy onslaught which has come to be known as the Battla
of the Bulge.

When Lthe Army Asslstant Judge Advocate General transuditted the Board of
Raview's decision in this case to Ceneral Hisenhower, the then Commanding
Ganeral, Furopean Theater of Operations, for his consideration in deter-
wining whether to approve amnd order the sentence exacuted, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate Latent to avoid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged

e
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

2 4 apr 1274

Honorable Lucien N, Nedzi

House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Nedzi:

This is in further reply to your letters to the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretary of the Army regarding the court-martial and execution of
Private Eddie D. Slovik.

Private Slovik was convicted by a General Court-Martial for absenting
himself without proper leave from his organization to avoid hazardous duty
and to shirk important service, that is, action against the enemy. He was
sentenced to be shot to death with musketry. Although there were other
executions during Weild War II, Private Slovik was the only individual
executed for desertionm. '

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged
in an all-out war with a power which was dedicated to enslaving the world.
The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield as well as those in
the infamous prisons of the Third Reich, depended upon the rapid prosecu-
tion and termination of the fighting., Shortly after Private Slovik's
trial, forces in Belgium became engaged in what became known as the Battle
of the Bulge. Heavy American casualties were being sustained while the
record of trial was under review; indeed the success of the Allied campaign
was uncertain at the time. This undoubtedly had an effect on the officials
who reviewed the sentence of one who refused to fight in the face of the
enemy .

The specific reasons for approval of the sentence for Private Slovik
are given in the attached indorsement signed on 6 January 1945 when the
Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the Board of Review's
decision in this case to General Eisenhower, who was then the Commanding
General of the European Theater of Operations, for his consideration. The
review and the subsequent approval of the sentence were made in full recog-
nition that Private Slovik would be the first American soldier to be
executed for desertion since the Civil War.

OTIAE



Honorable Lucien N. Nedzi

Private Slovik and several others who were executed overseas for
gerious crimes committed during World War II were buried in an isolated
area which was available in the Oise-Aisne American Cemetery. To ensure
anonymity, the graves were identified only by small, individually numbered
grave markers. In an effort to protect the privacy of the relatives and
friends of those buried there, a policy was established to restrict any
publicity or visits to the plot. Periodically, this policy is reviewed;
to date it has not been changed.

Because of the nature of the offense for which Private Slovik was
convicted, Mrs. Slovik is not eligible for any benefits administered by
the Department of the Army. Any benefits or assistance, which may be
available to her from other agencies of the Federal Government, are

determined by the specific agency involved. Accordingly, I would recom-
mend that you refer your question on life insurance to the Administrator

of Veterans Affairs, Veterans Administration, Washington, D. C. 20420,

I hope this information, which represents the position of the Depart-
ment of the Army now, as well as during the 1950's, will be useful to you.

Sincerely,

Robert W. Berry
General Counsel
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Yiar Depertment, Eranch Office of The Judge Advocate Ganeral with the,
Buropean Thezter of Cperations, A 1048 T0: Comzanding
General, ZEuropean Theiter of Operations, APO €87, U.S. Aruy, .

1. In the case of Private EDDIE D. SIOVIX (36896415), Company
G,~107th Infantry, attention is invited {o the forepoing holding by ita
Board of Revisw thal the record of trisl is legally sufficient to suzrese
the sentence, which holding is hereby aczroved. Under the provisions
of Ariicle of Giar 503, you mow have authority to order execution of t¥e
sentence, -

2. This 1s the first death sentence for desertion which has react~:
me for exa=ination. It is probebly the first of the kind in the Arerlcss
Arny for over eizhty years, — there were none in Viorld Var I. In this
case, the extreme peanalty of death appears warranted. This esoldier hat
performed no front line duty. ke did not intend to. He (feserted fre= it
group of fifteen when sbout to join tihe infantry company Lo which he bod
been zssigrned. His subseguent conduct snows a deliberate plan to gecurs
trizl and incarceralion in a safe mlace. The sentence adjudged was mim
severe than he had antleipated, but the imposition of a lesrc severe
sentence wauld only have accorilished the cccusad's purpose of sscuring
his incarceration and cui.acstant freedon from the dangers which sy =y
of our armed . forces are required to face daily. Eis unfavoracle eivills
record incicates tiat he is not a worthy subject of clemency,

3. ‘inen copies of the publishea order are forwarded to thic offize,
they shotld be accomranied by 'the foregeins holding, this indorsemant
the rseord of trial which is delivered to you herewith, The file nunber
of the record in this office Is CI ZT0 5555. Yor convenience of refrs-.t,
plez.n; =lace that nuzber in trackets at the end of the order: (Cit 5%
5555 )

4. Should the sentence s imrosed by ‘the caurt and confirned by
you be cirried into execution, it is requestnd thut a fMull cony of the
proceedings he forvicrded to this office in order that its filea 1:ay be

coipplete. . ’_J.'f ,,;/ ;
¥ F Ao
Ly fitey
T
He Ca MOMZTL,
frigadier Ceueral, Uniled Stites Ary,
Assistant Judge sadvocite Ceneril.
1 incl:

[ ]
2y
5

Record of Trial
(Sontence ordersd ozecuted, GCYD 27, ETO, 23 Jan 1945)

¥ 53
Ui ol SN




JAAI-CC CM 290498 15 April 1974

Mr. Charles P, Barker, Jr.
720 Melany Lane
Colorado Springs, Colorado  B0907

Dear Mr. Barker:

Reference is made to your letter dated 18 March 1974 wherein
you request a copy of the record of Private Eddie D. Slovik's
trial by general court-martial.

This record of trial is available in my office and may be
perused any day Monday through Friday between the hours of
7:45 to 4:15. In the alternative, you may obtain a copy of
this record of trial by sending to this offlce a certified
check or money order in the amount of $6.20, made payable

to the Treasurer of the United States,

Sincerely yours,

i

ABRAHAM NEMROW
Clerk of Court

AO: HEARRELL/pls

4L
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March 18, 1974

Charles Barker
720 Melany Lane
Colorado Springs, Colo 80907

Judge Advocate General
Dear Sir,

I am a high school student at Cornado High School in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. I intend to finish high school
and, become a lawyer. I am thinking very strongly of poing
to Fort Monroe, Virginia to study Military Law. I intend
to render my services to my Country by serving in the Judge
Advocate Corps.

I would 1like to know if it would be possible to obtain
some information? The information 1 seek is the Courtmarshal

It has come to attention that this man was Executed
in Paris in 1944 or 1945 for treason and desertion of his
Post. I also understand that he was the only man Executed
during the 20th Century by Military Courtmarshal.

Being the most famous of military Courtmarshals with the

exception of the Courtmarshal of General Billy Michel.

To better understand Military Justice and Courtmarshal

proceedure, I would like to read the transcript of the trial

of the above mentioned P.F.C. Edward Slovik. I would

zpprantata'it greately if you would make this file availible
0 me.

Sincerly yours,

Charles P. Barker Jr.

=
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: . DAAG-TCZ-C
Mr. Wallace/70922

DRAFT
Dear

This is in reference your ingquiry in behalf of
e uvt-wannad :;
ruslrdingll?ﬂnta Eddie Slovik.
The of&iedsdl military pereemmed recordsof Private Eddie D. Slovik
mfmnthnmtnadbygmem Court§-Martial on 11 November
alion by
ra abeenting himself wit.huut proper uavE with intent to avod haaavdous

dusty avd to slavld pov ch&,! o wit st l.qu. avd ECAdper (G4,
Aﬂﬂ- lctinn against the mn;.r/’—’ k“ ced to ' dishonor- qq
{8 {4

ably dd.lnhu-g’l-fm—ﬁ-—mar“ all pay end allovances,
@Reo@ Wecogsciien nnﬁ_:ox JE“ gmw musketry. Only
s0 much of the sentence as ispeced—emeensden by nmusketry was
approved, He wvas mnuteg;:jl January 1545 at Ste. Marie Auxmines
(Vosges) France,

The records further show that Mrs. Blovik was notified by telegram
on 24 Pebruary 1945 of the death of her husband. This was confirmed

by letter from The Adjutant General dated 27 February 19k5,

Private Slovik is interred in & cesetery in France maintained by the
Anerican Battle Monuments Commission. Before his death he went to
confession, attended Mmss and received Holy Commmion. After his
death the Catholic Chaplain in attendance administered the Sacrament
of Extreme Unction and promounced the prayers for the dead. The
grave is marked with a small concrete marker with an identifying
number.




The final disposition of the remains of the Dead of World War II was
carried out under the provision of Public Law 383, 79th Congress sand
Public Law 368, 80th Congress which authorized the Secretary of War,
upon application by the next of kin, to return such remains to the

homeland of the decedent.

In the case of Eddie Blovik, there is no record that his next of kin
requested return of his body ead in the absence of such request, his
remains wvere interred in Oise-Aisne Cemetery, France. A provision

of the lav specifically ended all suthority to make further disposi-

tion of the remains on and after December 31, 1951.

Gmlﬂﬂfhil status he would not be eligible for burial in a

national “‘“'37 &aﬂekeck

Because of the nature of the offense for which Private Slovik wes
convicted, Mrs. Slovik is not eligible for any benefits administered
by the Department of the Army. Benefits or assistance, which may be
available to her from other mgencies of the Federal Covernment nre

determined by the specific agency involved.

Bincerely,



JAAT-CC 11 April 1974
Mr. Thomas D. Glllstt

411 of the sbowe factors should bs resembered when attespting to under-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

As evidenced by the cooperation accorded Mr. Willias Bradford Huie,
the suthor of the book on Private Slovik's case, more than twenty years
ago, it wvould not appear that there has been a suppression of the
evidenca of the matter.

1 trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely vours,
ARRAHAM HEMROW
Clark of Court
CF:
CSA Exec

CPT Anthony/pwe/756-1193/11Apr74




JAAJ-CC 11 April 1974

Mr. Thomas 0. Gillatt
Esat High School

1801 Eest Hain Street
Bochiestar, Hew York 14609

Dear Mr. Gillett:®

This is in reply to your letter of 16 Harch 1974, addressed to General
Creighton Abrams, concerning the court-martial and execution of Private
Eddie D. Slovik.

Your comments concerning this case are certainly understandable. War
is always tragic in its consequances.

Ona should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. When
judgment was passed on Privata Slovik, this nation was engaged in a
d—wm-umhﬂutlpunrm&hﬂu-dnpmhdu-u
enslaving menkind. The lives of thousands, both these on the battlefield
unnuthﬂninﬂuhtmmtmﬂfthl'ﬂﬂﬂhiﬁaw
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were sufferiang heavy
casualties fin the enemy onslaught which hos comm to be known as the
Battle of the Bulge.

when the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Ceneral transwitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to Cenaral Eisenhower, the then Commanding
General, Europsan Theatar of Operations, for his considaration in deter-
mining whether to approve end ordar the sentence exacuted, the following
points vere made. Private Slovik had performed no fromt line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous
service by cbtaining incarcerstion in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the {mposition of a less
severe punishment would only have aceomplished the accused's purpese

of cbtaining freedom from those dangers whiech his comrades were required
to face daily.
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East High School

1801 East Main Street
Rochester, New York 14609
March 16, 1974

General Creighton W. Abrams
United Sates Army Chief of Staff
The Pentagon

Washington D.C,. 20310

Dear Sir:

I am a high school English teacher. Many students in my
classes viewed "The Execution of Pvt. Slovik” on March 13, and
we discussed the television-film at length in class. Some stu-
dents are now reading Mr. Huie's book about the incident. {

During our discussions, a number of questions were raised |
about the justice of the "trial" and execution. I and my students
wonder how a nation professing our high ideals could exterminate
such a pathetic individual as Eddie Slovik while hundreds (thousands?)
of other deserters, draft dodgers, black-marketeers and varied
criminals went either unpunished or received light penalties. How
do you respond to such queries? Also, why was this information
supressed for so many years? What are your personal opinions
concerning this example of army justice and efficiency?

It is impossible for me, with my personal sensitivities, to
defend in any way the army's handling of the Slovik affair, My
students and I agree that the United States Army should be invited
to answer the questions raised by this television program and our
subsequent discussions,

I cautioned them not to be surprised by no response; in fact,
we expect our questions to be ignored.

This crass, unjust execution of a cowardly social cripple is
a source of deep shame to me as an American.

Sincerely yours,

Ponsr b Biboot—

Thomas D. Gillett



Mr. Thomas D, Gillett - O 1M wwq ; -.-g_..

East High School
1801 East Main Street . ;
LI L
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|

Rochester, New York 14609

General Creighton W, Abrams -
United States Army Chief of Staff

The Pentagon '
Washington D.C, 20310
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JAAT-CC  (CM 290498)
SUBJECT: General Court-Martial Eddie Slovik, ASN 36896415

T0: DAAG FROM: JAAT-CC DATE: 9 Apr 74 CMT 3
Mr Nemrow/pwe/756-1888

1. A review of the allied papers sccompanying the record of trial in the subject
case indicates limited information asvailable to answer the general queries set
forth in the inclosed letters.

2. It is our view that the questions pertaining to bemefits to survivors of
meubers of the Armed Forees should be answered by officials of the Veterans
Administration. We note that the statute pertaining to NSLY payments provides:
'No insurance shall be payable for death inflicted...for military...offenses.”

3. The Pardon Attorney, Department of Justice, opined in a latter, dated
9 September 1960, that the President is without authority to grant a posthumous
pardon, as delivery and acceptance are prerequisite to the validity of e pardon.

FOR THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL:

‘“ Vi

3 Inecl ABRAHAM MEHROW
ne Clerk of Court




JAAJ-CC (M 290438)

DAAG-ZC

General Court-Martial Eddie Slovik, ASN 36896415

JAAT-CC 28 Mar 74
CPT Anthony/pwe/756-1193

1. In accordance with your request (DF to DAJA, dated 20 Mar 74), the inclosed
suggested reply is forwarded for your use in replying to letters concerning the
trial and execution of Private Slovik.

2. Also inclosed, for your use, is a copy of the opinion of Board of Review Neo. 1,
Branch Office of The Judge Advocate General, ETO, dated 6 Jan 45, and a copy of the
1st Indorsement thereto, dated 6 Jan 45, in Private Slovik's case.

FOR THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL:

3 Incl

ABRAHAM NEMROW
Clerk of Court




DAAG-TCZ-C
SUBJECT: Court-Martial of Eddie Slovik, ASN 368956415
10: JAAJ-CC FROM: DAAG CMT NO 2

3+ Attached as Inclosure 3 is another case received by this office which re-
quires coordination with the White House Liaison Officer and addresses specific
points which no doubt will have to be ansvered.

4. 1In view of the above, request information which can be used in responding
to the issues raised in these two lotters.

3 Incls
wd dnecl 1, 2, and 3 LTC, AaC sl

:au incls "~ Executive Officer | . pdjutsnt Genersd

e




Dear

This is in reply to your latter regarding the court-martial and axecution

of Private Eddie D. Slovik.

Your comments concerning this case are certainly understandable. War

is always tragic in its comsequences.

One should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. When
judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in a
desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving mankind. The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield
as well as those in the infamous death camps of the Third Reich, depended
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
casuaslties in the enemy onslaught which has come to be known as the Battle

of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advoecate CGeneral transmitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to CGeneral Elsenhower, the then Commanding
CGeneral, European Theater of Operations, for his consideration in deter-
uining whether to approve and order the senteunce executed, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and

his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to aveid such hazardous
service by cbtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
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[ DISPOSITIC .4 FORM
| For use of thia form, see AR 34D.1%; the propsasnt agency iz The Adjutant Genera!®s Office.
REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SURIECT
| DAAG-ZC Eddie Slovik
To FROM DATE 4 oMt
DAJA DAAG e i Lol MobYs
1, The attached letters received in this office regarding the case of Private I
Eddie Slovik, 36896415, are forwarded with request for information upon which to

base a reply.

1
2, Since the information you provide will be used to respond to other similar
cases that may be received, request your reply be expedited. |
3. The military personnel records of Slovik are in the custody of Mr. Miller of
this office (0X 7-0922) if they are needed.
FOR THE ADJUTANT GENERAL: |
2 Incl THOMAS E. MINIX ;
l. WH Case 3637 LTC, AGC
2, Ltr fm Mrs. Mulch Executive Officer

EPLACES DD FORM 96, EXISTING SUPPLIES OF WHICH WiLL 713
ISSUED AND USED UNTIL t FEB 63 UNLESS SO0ONER EXHAUSTED. Wy, & GPOL 1872~ 473083 P.O. 12
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o Sterling Hgts, MI LBO77

\ March 1k,197L
HU I5T N S
Mr. Richard M. Nixon " T EOR Myw
President of the United States s Mag e R
Washington, D.C. *1g 1974 EPL}*

—

Dear Mr. President:

After viewing the TV presentation of the EXECUTION OF PVT. SLOVIK, my wife
and I feel impelled to write to you to offer these suggestions. These, of course,
are based on the agssumptions that the facts as presented in the film are true
and accurate.

We do not blame the Court Martial Board because we were at war at the time
and they obviously did not have access to 2ll ths facts regarding Pvt, Slovik's

life as we did in the film. In addition, they were trying to discourage others

g

from dummu didn't really believe their pronouncement of

punishment would stand upon review by the Review Board, _
Apparently, all involved in the incident felt he was a brave man and certain-

1y not a traitor. His wife now lives on some form of limited state ald, but lives

in fear of that being jeopardized. She has been harassed and almost lives in

seclusion because of the execution of her husband,

It would appear to us that the United States Government ought to act now to

1) post humously reinstate Pvt., Eddie Slovik as a soldier in good standing
with the United States jrmy,

2) grant his wife a pension as though Pvt, Slovik was killed in action, snd

3) do everything necessary to restore the honor of the United States and
that of Pvt, Slovik and his family.

To acknowledge that we made a mistake is not a sign of weskness, but rather
of strength, for only the strong and secure can admit their errors,

Thank you for your kindness,

o !
‘:-.ﬂ')'l.. Loy é)}‘/

}{iru
.~ Jim & Carol Lessver



Alvs. Rohert . Mutch, Sk,
n .'.Hrl'll’ « Mvenue
Fords, New Hersey 08863

Dean Sin,

After having watched the atony of the execution of
Private (ddie Slovick and neading atatiatica on the
numben of men in the Army that were tnied fon the aame
offense and found guilty and also aentenced to death,
could you please explain to me why only one auch sentence
wad carnied outs leunlyamm'ammm
actually carnied through ?

Jhanking you in advance for your cooperation in anmwening

/jm
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: i, March 13, 14974

Vice-President Gerald Foxrd
Washington, .C.

Judson W. loore, Jr.
Barrington Collepe
Earrington, R.1. 02806

Dear Sir:

I have just seen the NBC deocumentary, "The Execution
of Eddie. Slovik". It deeply saddened me and made me
ashamed th.t such a thing gould happen in our soclety
as apparently did.

Iy main purpoge in writing you is not to brood over
the dead and/or persone having anything to do with his
execution. ilowever, his wife is gtill 2iving and she
has been reportedly denied benefits because of hie

court-martial. CWMLmWe

to perhaps look into an

have arisen?y 180, wmaybke the Dﬁpax ment of Defenge
migZHi realire they have made a mistake

_and pepnaps
cIear the record, TIlease altempt to do this while she

is §tIll alive.
— T

Sincerely,

%Ammwmg
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Miss Kim Wells

his eonduct a deliberate intent to remain safe and avoid such
duty by being sentenced to prison. The sentence adjudged was
not what Private Slovik had antieipated. The imposition of
a less severe punishment would have accomplished his purpose
of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades
wWere required to face daily. All of these factors should

be remembered when attempting to understand the tragedy of
Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Slneerely yours,

SIGNED
LAWRENCE H. WILLIAMS
Brigadier General, USA
Assistant Judge Advocate General
for Military Law

CF:
DACS-XSW, WH 4U35, 3 Apr 74 (2)
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Miss Kim Wells
114 Tracy Drive
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Dear Miss Wella:

On behalf of Fresident Nixon, I am replying to your letter
postmarked 14 March 1974 regarding the court-martial and
execution of Private Eddie D, Slovik. As much as he would
like to, the President cannot reply personally to every
communication he receivez. Therefore, he has asked the
departments and agencies of the Federal Oovernment to reply
in his behalf in those instances where they have special
knowledge or special authority under the law. For this
reason, your correspondence was forwarded to officials of
the Department of Defense.

Your comments concerning this case are certainly understand-
able. War 1s always tragiec in its consequences.

When Jjudgment was passed on Private Slovik, this Nation was
engaged in a desperate struggle with a power which had come
dangerously close to enslaving mankind. The lives of tens
of thousands, on the battlefield as well as in the infamous
death camps of the Third Reich, depended on our concentrated
fighting to bring about an early termination of the war.
Shortly after Private Slovik's trial, American forces in
Belgium were engaged in what is known as the Battle of the
Bulge where they suffered heavy casualties.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General submitted the
Board of Review's decision in this case to General Eisenhower,
then Commanding General of the European Theater of Operations,
he pointed out that not only had Private Slovik performed no
frontline duty, but Private Slovik had demonstrated through




Miss Kim Wells
114 Tracy Drive
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Dear Miss Wells:

Tnis 1s in reply to your undated letter, regarding the court martial
and execution of Private Eddie D. Slovik. %Your comments concerning
this case are certainly understandable; war is always tragic in its

cOnSequences.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this Nation was engaged in

a desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving mankind. The lives of tens of thousands, on the battlefield
as well as in the infamous death camps of the Third Reich, depended on
our concentrated fighting to bring about an early termination of the war.
Shortly after Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were
engaged in what is known as the Battle of the Bulge where they suffered

heavy casualties.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General submitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to General Eisenhower, then Commanding
General of the European Theater of Operations, he pointed out that not
only had Private Slovik performed no frontline duty, but Private Slovik
had demonstrated through his conduct a deliberate intent to remain safe
and avoid such duty by being sentenced to prison. The sentence adjudged
was not what Private Slovik had anticipated. The imposition of a less
severe punishment would have accomplished his purpose of obtaining free-
dom from those dangers which his comrades were required to face daily.

A1l of these factors should be remembered when attempting to understand
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Mr, Steven Moore

his conduct a deliberate intent to remain safe and avoid such
duty by being sentenced to prison. The sentence adjudged was
not what Private 3Slovik had anticipated. The imposition of
a less severe punishment would have accomplished his purpose
of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades

| were required to face dally. All of these factors should

be remembered when attempting to understand the tragedy of
Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely yours,

DIGNED

LAWRENCE H. WILLIAMS

Brigadier General, USA

Assistant Judge Advocate (Oeneral
for Military Law
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Mr. Steve Moore
2600 Petworth Court
Cineinnati, Ohio W5236

Dear Mr. Moore:

On behalf of President Nixon, I am replying to your letter
postmarked 14 March 1974 regarding the court-martial and
execution of Private Eddie D. Slovik. As much as he would
like to, the Preaident cannot reply personally to every
communication he received. Therefore, he has asked the
departments and agencles of the Federal Government to reply
in his behalf in those instances where they have speclal
knowledge or special authority under the law. For this
reason, your correspondence was forwarded to officlals of
the Department of Defense.

Your comments concerning this case are certainly understand-
able. War 1s always tragic in its conaequences.

When J nt was passed on Private Slovik, this Nation was
engaged in a desperate struggle with a power which had come
dangerously close to enslaving mankind., The lives of tens
of thousands, on the battlefield as well as in the infamous
death camps of the Third Reich, depended on our concentrated
fighting to bring about an early termination of the war.
Shortly after Private Slovik's trial, American forces in
Belgium were engaged in what is known as the Battle of the
Bulge where they suffered heavy casualties.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Oeneral submitted the
Board of Review's decision in this case to General Eisenhower,
then Commanding General of the European Theater of Operations,
he pointed out that not only had Private Slovik performed no
frontline duty, but Private Slovik had demonstrated through
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Mr. Steve Moore
2600 Petworth Court
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

Dear Mr. Moore:

This is in reply to your undated letter, regarding the court martial
and execution of Private Eddie D. Slovik. Your comments concerning
this case are certainly understandable; war is always tragic in its

consequences.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this Nation was engaged in

a desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving mankind. The lives of tens of thousands, on the battlefield
as well as in the infamous death camps of the Third Reich, depended on
our concentrated fighting to bring about an early termination of the war.
Shortly after Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were
engaged in what i{s known as the Battle of the Bulge where they suffered

heavy casualties.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General submitted the Board of
Review's decision in this case to General Eisenhower, then Commanding
General of the European Theater of Operations, he pointed out that not
only had Private Slovik performed no frontline duty, but Private Slovik
had demonstrated through his conduct a deliberate intent to remain safe
and avoid such duty by being sentenced to prison. The sentence adjudged
was not what Private Slovik had anticipated. The i{mposition of a less
severe punishment would have accomplished his purpose of obtaining free-
dom from those dangers which his comrades were required to face daily.

All of these factors should be remembered when attempting to understand
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Congress of the Tnited Staleg ™/

A (beg. , : e

House of Representatives., 312427y
{Washington, D.E. 20515

SECAET

U
5

Wiy

Arl"'.'l' GF? = gy
March 28, 1974 HEARHY

The Honorable Howard H. Callaway
Secretary of the Army

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20310

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you know, NBC Television aired a movie on
March 13, 1974, entitled "The Execution of Private
Slovik," regarding the only deserting American service-
man in World War II to be executed.

The program aroused particular interest in Michi-
gan, since Private Slovik was from a west side Detroit
neighborhood. The media carried a number of stories
and there was a call for action to give his widow the
$10,000 life insurance benefit which was denied her
after his death.

The fact that I am the only Michigan congressman
on the House Armed Services Committee, and that I repre-
sent part of Detroit (albeit its east side) has made me
the focus of a number of inquiries from the media and
from concerned private citizens.

I have made it clear, in response, that I would
not do anything contrary to the wishes of the widow.
News accounts describe her as living in obscurity,
using an assumed name, and fearful of aggravating
authorities into taking away her small state pension.
It is quite possible she does not want anything done
and will decline to make any move whatever, such as the
filing of papers.

In any event, I believe it is incumbent upon me

to proceed, cautiously, to make inquiry, on a preliminary
basis, for some background information.

Accordingly, I respectfully request from the Defense
Department the following:

sy

Tl e Tms p T



Page Two

Hon. Howard H. Callaway
March 28, 1974

(a) A resumé of the Slovik case, from official
records, and a summing up of whatever official posi-
tions were taken in the 1950's and thereafter when
inquiries were directed to the Department.

(b) Some guidance as to what administrative
remedies, if any, might be available regarding life
insurance and other benefits for Private Slovik's
widow.

Re tfully,

LUCIEN N. NEDZI
Member of Congress

LNN/njb
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JAAJ -CC
Mr. J, B, Morrow

was more savare than he had snticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused’s purpose
of obtadning freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required

to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remesherad when attempting to under-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you deaire.
Sincerely vours,

P

CF:

SIGNED

LAWEENGE M, WILLIAMS
Brigadier General, USA

Assistant Judge Advocate General

for #ilicary Law

DACS-XSW, WH 4835, 9 Apr 74 (2)
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Deanr dMr. Horrow:

(n behalf of President Nixon, I am replying to
latter of 3 April 1974 which pertain to the court
of Private Eddie D, Slovik. As much as

cannot reply personally to every communication he receivea. Therefore,
he has asked the departments and agencies of the Federal Government to reply
in his behalf in those instances witers they have special knowledge or spe-
cial authority under the law., For this reason, your correspondence wvas
forwarded to officials of the Department of Defanse.

Your comments councerning this case are certainly understandsble. War
is always tragic {in its consaquencas.

One should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hiadesight. When

Judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engoged in &

desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
mankind those on the battlefield

:
;
T
i
|
£

of the Bulge.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General tranamitted the Board o
leview's decision in this case to General Eisenhower, the then Cosmanding
General, Europesn Theater of Operations, for his consideration in deter-
wining whether to approve and order the sentence axecuted, the
points were made, Private Slovik had performed no front lime duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous
sarvice by obtaining incarceration in 2 safe place. The sentence adjudged
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JAAI-CC
Miss Jemnie Pletrzyk

vas more severa than he had anticipated, but the isposition of a less
severe punighsant would only have sccomplished the accumed's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades wvere required
to face daily,

411 of the abowe factors should be remssbered when sttempting to under-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

1 crust that this provides the information you dasira,
Sincarely yours,

SIGNED

LAWEENCE H. WILLIAMB

Brigadier General, USA
dspistant Judge Advocate General
for Military Law

CF:
XSW, WH 4407, 2 Apr 74 (2)
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Un behalf of President liixon, I am replying to your letter of 16 Mareh 1974
regarding the court-martial and exscution of Private Eddie D. Slovik. As
much 28 he would like to, the President camnot reply personally to

every communication he receives. Therefors, he has asked the departments
and agencies of the Federal Covernment to veply in his behalf in those
instances where they have special knowledge or special authority uader
the las. For this , your correspondence was forwarded to officials

of the Departmsat of Dafense.

Tour commants conceraing this case are certsinly understandsble. War
is always tragic in {ts consequences.

One should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. When
judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in a
desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving wankind. The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield
as well as those in the infamous desth camps of the Third Releh, dependad
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, American forces in lelgium were suffering heavy
m:;nm“_w:mu-mnnm-mmm
of the 8
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Raview's decision in this case to Geseral iiseshower, the then Commanding
Ganeral, Buropean Thoster of Operatioms, for his consideration in deter-
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JAAJ- ©C
Miss Janet Beck

vas more severs tham he had anticipated, but the {sposition of s less
severs punishment would only have sccomplished the accused’'s purpose

of obtaining freedowm from those dangers which hiis comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the sbove factors should be resembered whem attespting to under
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

In regard to your questiom regarding First Lisutemsnt Willfam Calley, Jr.,
United States Arwy, I aw inclosing s fact sheet pertaining to lieutsnant
Calley's case. This fact sheet outlines the appallate review procedures
of his case and indicates the timing of Prusidential appeal.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely yours,

SIGNED
1 Inel LASTENCE 0. WILLIAMS
As stated Brigadiar Ceneral, USA

Assistant Judge Advocate General
for Milivary Low
CF:
DACS-XSW, WH 4141, 28 Mar 74 (2)
MAJ Berta, ODSGS(CAR), Bm 3D635, Pentagon

CPT Anthony/pwc/756-1193/1Apr74
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Hisa Jenet Beck
2041 Deatrice Court #9
Ban Jose, California 95128

Daar Ylas Heck:

Un behalf of President Hixon, I am replying to your letter postmarked

16 March 1974 regarding the court-martial and execution of Private Eddie D.
Slovik. As ouch as he would like to, the President camnot reply personally
to avery commmication he receivas. Therefore, he has asked the departments
and agencies of the Federal Covernment to reply in his behalf in those
instances where they have special knowledge or speclal authority under

the law. Vor this reason, your correspondence was forwarded to officials
of the Department of Defense.

Your comsants concarning this case are certainly understandabla. War
is always tragic in its conseguences,

One should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. When
Judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was sagaged in a
desperate struggles with a power which had come dangerously close to

ens laving mankind. The lives of thowsands, both those on the battlelield
as vell ss those in the infamous death camps of the Third leich, depended
upon the rapid prosecution and terminstion of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
casualties in the enesy onslaught which has coms to be known as the Hattle
of the Bulge,

Whan the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Gemeral transmitted the Board of
Raview's decision in this case to Caneral Eisenhower, the then Comsanding
General, Evropean Theater of (perations, for his consideratiom in deter-
nining vhether to approve and order the sentence executed, the following
points weare made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and
his conduct dewonstrated a deliberate {intent to avold such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place., The sentence adjudped
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JAMT-CC
proe. Noreem Skiba

was woTe severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of a leas
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining froedom from those dsngers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of tha above factors should be remembered when attespting to under-
stand the trapedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.
Sincerely yours,

SIONED

LAWRENCE K., WILLIAMS

Brigadier Genaral, USA

hsaistant Judge Advocate Caneral
for Military Law

Cr:
DACS—-XSW, Wi 4132, 2BMar74
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Mrs. Norean Skiba
12596 Wemtwood Drive
Scrongavilla, Ohio 44136

J'MII H-'I"-'l-- Eml.

Un behalf of Fresidemt Nimon, I am replying to your latter of 20 March 1974
rogarding the court-martial and execution of Private Eddie . Blovik. As
much as he would like to, the President cannot reply personally to

avery communication he roceives. Therefore, he has asked the departmente
and sgencies of the Federal Covernment to reply in his behalf in those
instances where they have special knowlsdge or special authority under

the law. For this resason, your correspondence was forwarded to officials
of the Lepartwent of Defense,

Your comments concarning this case are certaluly understandeble. War
is always tragic in 1its consequences.

One should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight, When
judgnent was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was eagaged in a
desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving mankind. The lives of chousands, both those on the battlefield
a6 well as those in the infamous death camps of the Third Aeich, depended
upon the rapid prosecution and terminstion of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, Aserican forees in Belgium were suffaring heavy
nrulﬂ-ummﬂMtﬂmn-u-tnhm:lth-Iuth
o llhlﬂld.ll.

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the board of
Review's decision in this case to Ceneral Eisenhower, the then Cosmanding
Genoral, European Theater of Operations, for his comsideration in deter~
mdning whether to approve and order the sentence exscuted, the following
podnts were made, Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and
his conduct deomonstrated a deliberate intent to avold such hazardous
sarvice by obtaining incarceration in & safe place. The sentence adjudged
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JAAT-CC
Hrs. Mary A. Mlller

¥as more severs thean he had anticipated, but the impoaition of a less
sevare punisheent vould only have sccomplishad the sccused's purposa

of cbtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remepbersd when attempting to under-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sineeraly yours,
SIGNED

LANBENCE H. WILLIAMS

Brigadier Cenaral, USA

Asgistant Judge Advocate General
for Military Lms

CF:
DACS-XSW, WH 4060, 27 Mar 74 (2)

CPT Anthony/pwc/756-1193/29Mar74




Hrs. Hary A. Miller
12120 wianthrop
Detroit, Michigan 48227

Dear Mre. Millar:

Un behalf of Preaident Nixon, I am replying to your lattor of 20 Mareh 1974
regarding the court-martial and emocution of Private Eddie D. Slovik. As
much as he would like to, the President cannot reply persomally to

every commmication he recslves. Therefore, he has asked the departmsute
and agencies of the Federal Government to reply in his behalf in those
i{nstances where thay have special knowledge or special suthority under

the law. For this remson, your correspoudence was forwarded to officlals
of the lepartment of Defense.

Your comments concerning this case are cortaloly undarstandable. War
is always tragic in {ts comsequences,

Une should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindaight. When
jﬁmmmﬂurdmm.nhuﬁnmwul
desperate struggle with a power which hsd cosme dangerously close to

ens laving wankind, The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield
a5 wvell as those in the infamous death camps of the Third Reich, dependaed
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after
Frivate Slovik's trial, Aserican forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
n-ult::h&-—-rmhﬂ:ﬁiﬂthﬂmuhm-:h-lluh
of the g0.

Whea the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Cenaral transmittad the Roard of

leview's decision in this case to Genaral Eisenhower, the then Commanding
Ueneral, Luropean Theater of Uperations, for his consideration in deter-
wining whether to approve and order the sentence axscuted, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and

his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to aveid such hazardous -
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudge
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JAAJ-CC CM 250498 5 April 1974

Mr. James T. Brown
1918 Bluemont Avenue S. W,
Roanoke, Virginia 24015

Dear Mr. Brown:

Reference 1s made to your letter dated 16 March 1974 wherein
you request a copy of the record of Private Eddie D. Slovik's
trial by general court-martial.

You may obtain a copy of this record of trial by sending
to this office a certified check or postal money order in
the amount of $6.20, made payable to the Treasurer of the
United States.

Sincerely yours,

ABRAHAM NEMROW
Clerk of Court

AO: HEARRELL/pls

K¥
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OFFive OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
“ASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

1 April 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR Brigadier General Richard L. Lawson
Military Assistant to the President
The White House

SUBJECT: Private Eddie D. Slovik

Pursuant to your request, attached are draft replies to
two inquiries regarding the execution c¢f Private Eddie D, Slovik,
It does not appear to be desirable to have the President respond
to inquiries on this matter. Recommend they be returned for

signature by officials within the DoD,
L/ %4
07 e Va

Kenneth R, Bailey
LTC, USA

Military Assistant

Attachments



114 Tracy Drive
Grants Pass, Oregon 97526

Dear Miss Wells:

Tnis 1s in reply to your undated letter, regarding the court martial

and execution of Private Eddie D. Slovik.l Your comments concerning

this case are certainly understandable; war is always tragic in its

consequences.

Wnen judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this Nation was engaged in
a desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to

enslaving mankind. The lives of tens of thousands, on the battlefiecld
as well as in the infamous death camps of the Third Reich, depended on
our eoncentrated fighting to bring about an early termination of the war.
Shortly after Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium ware

engaged in what is known as the Battle of the Bulge where they suffered

heavy casualties.

" Wnen the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General submitted the Board of

Review's decision in this case to General Eisenhower, then Commanding
General of the European Theater of Operations, he pointed out that not
only had Private Slovik performed no frontline duty, but Private Slovik
had demonstrated through his conduct a deliberate intent to remain safe
and avoid such duty by being sentenced to prison. The sentence adjudged
was not what Private Slovik had anticipated. The imposition of a less
severe punishment would have accomplished his purpose of obtaining free-
dom from those dangers which his comrades were required to face daily.

All of these factors should be remembered when attempting to vnderstand



the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire,

Sincerely,

RICHARD NIXON



e

LU Lourkt

Cincinnat unio 45236

Dear Mr. Moore:

This 1s in reply to your undated letter, regarding the court martial
and execution of Private Eddie D. Slovik. Your comments concerning
this case are certainly understandable; war is always traglec in its

consequences.

When judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this Nation was engaged in

a desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving mankind. The lives of tens of thousands, on the battlefield
as well as in the infamous death camps of the Third Reich, depended on
our concentrated fighting to bring about an early termination of the war.
Shortly after Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were
engaged in what is known as the Battle of the Bulge where they suffered

heavy casualties.

- Whnen the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General submitted the Board of

Review's decision in this case to General Eisenhower, then Commanding
General of the European Theater of Operations, he pointed out that not
only had Private Slovik performed no frontline duty, but Private Slovik
had demonstrated through his conduct a deliberate intent to remain safe
and avoid such duty by being sentenced to prison. The sentence adjudged
was not what Private Slovik had anticipated. The imposition of a less
severe punishment would have accomplished his purpese of obtalning free-
dom fxom those dangers which his comrades were required to face daily,

All of these factors should be remembered when attempting to understand



the .tragedy of Private ! vik's case.
I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely,

RICHARD NIXON
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MEMBER OF CONG.

[ aoe J TR SRR MY DATES “CLL Ag 5SE ENSE BATE
2621 s1ovik, Eddle Various i i 7-8131 15 April
(
=3 28 Mar | Mrs, O'Kaefe AR 12
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY Do Naot
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE LIAISON TE";}?'L CONGRESSIONAL
SUBJECT

NBC's presentation of "The Executlon of Private Eddle Slovik"

T0: flnclude ZIP Code)

-

5Gs

L

REFERRED FOR:

NECESSARY ACTION
PREPARATION OF REFORT FOR SIGNATURE OF

DMEH&TURE BLOCK AS SHOWM | | UNDER REMARKS

—u PREPARATION OF FACT SHEET, ATTHN:

— INFORMATION UPON WHICH TO BASE A REPLY. ATTN:

DRAFT OF AN APPROPRIATE REPLY, ATTHN:

— DIRECT REPLY TO MC AND COPY FOR OCLL, O5A,
ATTH;

— INFORMATION CHLY

[ PHONE

ACKNOWLEDGMENT |_|MOT MADE |[_|MADE BY[ | LETTER

smel, GS
25ional
Inguiry Division

T
=ikl

REMARKS/INCLOSURES:

Artached are coples of letters to
various Members of Congress concers
ing above mentloned movie =-=- reques
draft that will answer questions
re banefits to widow, return of
body, why wife not notlfled, name
on tombstone, amnesty, etc.

Members of Congress are receiving
interims/acknowledgements.

NOTE: Include constibuent's 55N in vour reply.,

Aha, vhow OCIL Code ea meply,

O5A FORM 152, NOV 71

TRANSMITTAL SLIP
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PIEMER Oy

TR Congress of the TUnited States R
wipg & f‘f_; THouse of W epresentatibes
-l - - .
gi; - L wE Washington, D.E. 20515
T5s =5
E‘JE Fi 2% March 25, 1974
e & o=

Chief of Legislative Liaison
Department of the Army
Washington, D. C. 20310

Dear Sir:

The media has recently carried the story of the
"eExecution of Private Slovik". It was reported that
his wife was not notified of his execution by the
United States Army for nine years. Some of my constit-

. uents have asked why she was not notified.

Obviously this presentation was produced for the
purpose of discrediting the Army and the U. S. Govern=
ment and no doubt soften our citizens on the gquestion
of amnesty.

"In order that I may properly respond to this
question in my reply to these constituents, I would

appreciate any information on -this question which you
feel you can provide me.




Congressman Herman T. Schneeueli
Room 122€
Lonzwortin Of

fice Bidg :
Washingtcn, D.C

s £2515

Dear Congressman Scaneebeli:

¥y wife and I were really @Eggg_ggghgpoghgﬁ_qfqer viswing
"The Execution of Private Eddle STovix" on television. Ve ze- °

eve trat & great Injusticeé WS perpetrated by the high tress
during World Var II.

We belleve something should be done to rectify this “rcs-
lievable event in the American Eistory. Tnls soldler was nct &

deserter or a draft dodger, not even a trelitor but & 4% serving
with the 2l1lied Forces,

if Private Fddle Slovik was shot toc hls death for ni=

deserticn. how in heaven or hell can you in Congress and et &l
even conslider amnesty.

"NO AMNESTY! "

—

The first priority should be: Forzet Amnesty and res:zore
Private Eddie Sloviks' name to honorablility so that his eliszn-

-

ated wife may rezain respect for our country and st the szze
time receive tne seme benefits &s other war widows.

As a former navy men, my service number BJE2-85-43 =

L
strong}f wrge you respectfully to see whether scmething can de
done &bout this innuzen event.

"May Privete Eddie SLOVIK Best In Peace With Honor"

Sincerely ycurs,

RD 2
MoaZoarsys(fe, T
/775
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CONG. LEE H. HAMILTON DISTRICT OFFICES
i DAVID M, MCFALL, ADM, ASST.

12017 E. 10TH STREET
+ FEDERAL DEPDT - RAM. 122
JEFFERSOMYILLE, IND. 47130

U, 8. POST OFFICE
COLUMBUS, IND. 47201
|STH STREET ENTRANCE]

- 1 B12. n
_'__..Inl- '12' 5"‘2 257‘—"— — P r T [ —— ‘#I‘L H = Cho 1251 = emgm e e o
‘1.4-_. - s — . ;_:“ = : L
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I:r- LHH —I‘ DATE
RE: Mr. Roger D. Miller

R. R. #2
L Columbus, Ind. LT201 FSTB—ETM%_J =

3-13-Th

Mr. Miller saw the movie on NBC-TV about Pvt. Eddie Slovik.

Mr. Miller felt the Gov. was wrong in not giving the widow the $10,000 insurance
money. He alsc felt this man was not guilty of being a deserter. He wanted to
know if enything could be done about this. |I cut the article from the newspaper
so you could understand what I'm talking about.

Phyllis
) . e SIGNED =
[T ——y S R SR
jmETRGETiIOaE V8 SE=008: jmATRLUETiIDRE YO SCSEivE
e st gOFY. B BERD W=ITE amD RiRw EEEiEs witE GARGDm iNTADT. b EETE SCFLy. B BETTARS STUE, BEES Sike cORv. BETuss saiTl COFy *3 gE=E0
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rivaie Sloviis's WILDW

DETROIT (UPD) — A lonely, gray-haired woman
who has besn living under an assumed name for a decade
will turn on her television tonight to watch a documentary
by NDC about the only soldier since the Civil War to be
executed for desertion. That man was her husband.

|
i
l.
|
i
L

P e e B
oy
e
iy
P i "

P PSSP M L ) — - s

PVT. EDDIE SLOVIR

| e

ANTOINETTE SLOVIR

-
-

‘.

THE REPUBLIC, COLUMBUS, If*iDlP.N A. WEDNESDAY . MARCIT 13. 1574

The woman is near 60 now
and she is Antoincile Slovik..
who 'was married In
November, 1042, to Pvt. Ed-
die Slovik of suburban Dear-

m.

The 24-year-old Slovik was
executed after Gien, Drwight
D. Eisentower signed a death |
ordar for Slovik two days
before Christmas in 194,

Of e 10 mitlien Americana
inductod during World War
1. an estimated 40,000
doseried. Death sentences [or
49 were np;l:m‘-redi but Slovik
was the caly man to die. He
was exceuted by a 12-man fir-
inz squad on Jan. 31 1545, in
deep snow near St Marie Aux
Mines. France.

Mrs. Slovik =aid ker hus-
band wamn't a coward bul
nated killing, according o a
copyrighted slory in  the
Detroil News:

“He was asked to go deer
hunting with some.of his

-

friends at the (Briggs) plant
the same month we were
married.” she recalled. “Bul
he told"me he coulda’l shoot
;inything, not even a rab-

i

“They look a sick man."
she said; “They were really
scraping the boltom of the
barrel for replacements. He
had bad legs and really
wasa't fit for combat, He
offered o serve In any
capacity but combat, bisk they
wouldn't fisten,” Mrs. Slovik
said in the arlicle.

She said in his 372 days in
the Army, her husband wrole
176 lelters. One said: *'Mom-
my. 1 am lost without you. . . I
think I'm geing to have a lot
of trouble, Army life don'l
agree with me.”

John Tankey. now 53, was
Slovik’s best Army buddy. He
was with him when he
dezerted.

In August, 1944, Tankey
said he and Slovik and .
another man, named Thamp-
son, became lost from their
unit and spent 45 days with a
Canadian Provost until they
finally caught up with their
outlit at Elsenborn, Belgium.

fa

She’ll Be Watching TV Tonight

belter stop your buddy. He's
goina o get in a ot of
trouble.”" -

Less than three monlhs
later Slovik was execuled,

Mrs. Slovik Lold the Delroit
News her life has been tragie
since her husband's death.
She also said she applied for,
but never received, the $10,-
ocd  benefit that went Lo
widows of GI's killed In com-
bat Lecause “of the elrcum-
stances.””

“| think 1'm entitled 1o
something for the suffering

I've been through,” she said.

*They let all the others ex-
copt Eddie jo free.

“The injustice of it all is
even more apparent today.
They let all the Vietnam

. deserters go unpunished.”

She now lives alor~ in 3
southwest city Mat and her
only means of support is a
§160 check monthly [rom
Social Security.

The only article symbolic of
her husthand s a i
band. "1 don't even have any
snapshots.” -

As for the documentary on
television, Mrs. Slovik says,

] wasn't even aware of it |

inge

-

-

il

—

=] reported %o a captain  guess the producers ap-
first. and was in there about  parently didn't lry very hard
five minutes,” T . said. o find me.”
X Ihrnl'-:ddnﬂm . Hewas
H When asked if she'll walch
in there a long time,” Tankey 1o yrosram, she said: “Yes. J
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ETROIT — (upD) — For Antoinette Slovik, the wid-
_ow of the only Amarican soldier to ba executed for de-
‘sertion since the’ Civil War, the trasedy did not end on
Jan, 31, 1845, when Pvi. Slovik stood bafare 2 12-

man firing squad In France.

She now lives alone in a two-family flat on Detroit's
Southwest Side under an assumed name. Sae wanis to
forget the past, and she fears the jatest interest in her

) husband's death isan invasion of ner privacy-

_ Of the 10 million Americans inducted into World War
11, Slovik was the only man of 40,000 desserters 10 die.
His death ordar was signed by Gen. Dwizht D. Sisenhow-
. er two days belore Christmas, 194% ==

ﬁrs.-sluﬁk. near G0, told a Delrelt News roporier w0
* found her that sie thinks she should have got the 510,600
which widows of World War Ii Gi's 2oL

Mrs. Slovik did not jearn the circumsiances of her
_husband's death until nine years later when author Wil
. liam Bradford Huie's book about the execution of Slovik

was published in 1054, Her husband 1ies in France be-
; peath a headsione ihat docs not even pear his name.

o[ think I'm entitled to something for the suifering
T've been through,” \rs. Slovik said. “Tae injustice of
death is even more apparent now. They let all the Viet-

-pam ‘deserters g0 unpunished.” ° :
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Dear Bill: : - o
We watched thial M . ‘—.“-”:-- e -
Yio Hey tho laaat.n?iu on liednesday, 3/13/7L and were quit &k
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We abé alllfor thi :
if you can d $ Widow reoelving the $10, :
~ see. to it.

Also, would it b
e too much
place & marker on hi to ask that th
s headst e United Sta \r
plain granite with his sariagnz igazrancg, ir it Haretiaaia.ernmenn

This passed me by in

S5 % acant &alss 1945, T suppose it 4 .
wh B P 2} : id a 1ot of p an

and let the rest of the uo:{d ﬁﬁo&' glad thet it camgezolgigﬁg

This is reall :
y a diapgrace when L6
.' ’um Gther de
serters went on

as before, this poor d
¥ cun;emed.p evil paid the supreme sacrifice as far
ar as
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chap t s T feel like
thﬂusa;é:dagacggn g kil cnuldrf'f:ﬁt:ﬁwt amplesty. This
! ored were placed in jobs farafi: “Ehfr'ﬂnt, yet
m e front lines;
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or that examin
hope he can sleep 0.K. ed him should feel real proud of himself
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JAATJ-CC
Mr. Bill Schneider

was more severe than he had aanticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused’s purpose
of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required

to face daily.

All of the sbove factors should be remesbared when sttempting to umder-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the ianformatiom you desire.

Sincarely yours,

SIONED

LAWHENCE H. WILLIAMS

brigadier Ceneral, USA

Assistant Judge Advocate General
for Milicary Law

CF:
DACS-XSW, WH 3986, 25 Mar 74 (2)

_/4

[
w'/ CPT Anthony/pwe/756~1193/27Mar74




g B WAR 974

Mr. Bfll Schneider
9181 Trask 015
Garden Grove, Califormia 92644

Dear Mr. Schasider:

JAAJ-CC

Therefore, he has asked the departwents

ral Covernment to reply in his behalf in thoses

he receives.
of Defense.
comments concarning this case are cartaialy understandeble. War

they have special kaowladge or special suthority under
is always tragic in its consequences.

For this resson, your correspondence was forwarded to officials

the

ﬂu court-martial and execution of Private Eddie D. Slovik. As
he would like to, the President cennot reply persomally to

f of President Wizon, I am replying to your latter of 14 March 1974

agencies

tances
law.

the

umdahu

The sentance adjudged

incarceration in s safe place.




9181 Trask #15
Garden Grove, Calif,

92644
March 14, 1974

/f; / X
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The Hﬂ-ﬂﬂl’lhlt Richard Nixan Lo UM AL S 2 ",'.._ ¥4 )
The White House DATE. MAR L

Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. President:

Last night I saw on television a excellent movie, It was called "The Execution
Of Private Slovik', I hope that you were fortunate enough to sce this but in case you didn't it
concerned the only man executed in the United States Army for desertion since the Civil War,

This wmovie I not only enjoyed but it shocked me, that this was a terrible thing
to happen to a man only thirty years agb. It was barbaric, especially since they knew at that
time quite a bit about mental disorder and illness.

What I'd like to ask you is what you would do in this situation? Would you of
stopped the execution of Private Slovik, since it would be in your power to do so? I thought
this was a unjust and cruel thing to do, since everyone makes mistakes,But Private Slovik
wasn't like everyone else, he wasn't forgiven for his mistakes, I think that all men should
be forgiven for their wrongs from a private to even someone like the president.

To finish, I hope that if a situation like this ever arises again you would take

action to stop it. Because remember anyone can be on triall

Bill Schneider

KH 3986



——

The President of the United States of America
The White House

Washington, D, C,
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JAAI-CC

Mr. Mike Cloffi

was more severe than he had antiecipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remembered when attempting to undar-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely yours,

SIGNED

LAWRENCE n. WILLIAME

Brigadier Ceneral, USA

Asgistant Judge Advocate General
for Military Law

S
DACS-XSW, WH 4015, 26Mar74 (2)
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Mr. Mike Cloffi
850 Bluestone Lane
Somerville, New Jarsay 08876

Daar Mr. Cloffi:
On behalf of President N¥ixon, I am replying to your letter postmarked

to every communication he receives. Therefore, he has asked the depart-
ments and agencies of the Federal Government to reply im his behalf in those
tances where they have special knowledge or spacial authority under

law. For this resson, your correspondence was forwarded to officials
the Department of Defense.

Your comments conceraing this case are certainly understandable, War
is always tragic in its consequances.

One should, however, be wary of the false clerity of hindsight. When
judgnent was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in a
desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving mankind. The lives of thousands, both those on the battlafield
8s well as those in the infamous death camps of the Third Feich, depanded
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, American forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
casualties in the enemy onslaught which has come to be known as the Battle
of the Bulge. '

When the Army Assistant Judge Advocate General transmitted the Bosrd of
Heview's dacision in this case to Cemeral Liseshower, the then Commanding
General, European Theater of Uperations, for his considarastion in deter-
sdning whether to approve and order the sentenca executed, the following
points wera made. Private Slovik had performad no front line duty and
his conduct demonstrated s deliberate intent to avoid such bhazardous
servica by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
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The Resurrection

- Of Private Slovik

LN

-

By ELLEN COBN .
N Jam. 31, 1945, at 10:05 AM., In the walled
O garden of- & house in St Marie aux Mines,
France, Private Eddie D. Slovik became the
only Ametican soldier executed for the crime
ol desertion in this century, the firsi such execution
since the Civil War., After his body was snointéd
with oil by the attending Catholic chaplain, it was
placed inside’ a mattress cover, houbd for an un-
mirked grave. And a shroud of secrecy was drawn

around the event.

in 1946, movelist and journalist Willilam Bradford
Hule, while researching an article on desertion dur-
ing World War 11, heard about Slovik. For seven
vears, be made periodic inquiries to the Pentagon
trying 1o get the case declassified. To Huie, Slovik
was the “fascinating statistic’ that needed to be
understood. Huie wanted to know: Why this man?
Why, when execution is carried out &8 a deterrent,
was this execution performed in secrecy? And why,
just thres-and-a-half months before the end of the

Martin Sheen, as Pvt, Eddie Slovil, the o i 5

uted for desertion in World War Il, is readied for the fiting squad en

Execution of Private Slovik,” Wednesday night at $:30 on N

: Ned Beatty, left, acts the chaplain who administers the last rites,
Why did it take 20 years to bring his storw to the screen?

anly American soldier to be ex-

war in Europe, was such an sxecution performed
At ali?

In July, 1953, owing to & pemsonnel change in
the Judge Advociate General's office. the red tapa
was suddenly cut. The following year, Huie's book,
“The Execution of Private Slovik" — every page
checked by the Army for accurary — uppeared. It
was well-roceived ot home, was published in T1
foreign languages and, the author reports, “not one

week has gone by that | haven't received at lsast

one letier from somewhere in the world about "
s presentation on NBC this Wednesday at 5:30
PM. as & special twoand-a-hall hour movie cul
minates 20 years of efforis (o bring Eddie Slovik's
story 1o the screen, Even viewed in brief, “Slovik's"
adventures in Hollywood are as murh a recap of &
part of this nation's political (Continued Ot Page 161

Elfen Cohn ls o freelance seriter
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Mr. Stave Hoore

points were made. Private Slovik had performed no froat line duty and
bis conduct Jemonstrated a deliberate intent to aveid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
severs puniahmant would only have accorplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the sbove factors should be remepbared when attempting to under-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the informstion you desire.

CF:
DACS -XSW | wH 3993, 25 Mar 74
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Mr. Steve Moore
2600 Patworth Court
Cineinnatl, Ohdo 45236

Daar Mr. Moore:

This is 1o reply to your letter regarding the court-martial and execution
of Privata Eddie D. Slowvik.

Your comments concerning this case are certainly understandable. War
1is always tragic in its consequences.

(me should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. When
Judgmant was passed on Private Slovik, this netion was engaged in a
desperate struggle with a power which had come dangsrously close to
enslaving mankind. The lives of thoueands, both those on the battlefield
as wall es those in the infamous death camps of the Third Raich, depended
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fightiog., Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, Aserican forces in Balgium were suffering heavy
casualties in the enemy onslsught which has come to be known as the Battle
of the Bulge.

Whea the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Ceperal transmitted the Board of

Raview's decision in this case to General Hisenhower, the then Commanding
General, European Theatar of Operations, for hils consideration im detar-
wining whether to approve and order the sentence sxecuted, the following
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JAAT-CC
Mr. Prank Marisno, Jr.

“as more severe than hie had anticipated, but the imposition of a less
severe punishsont would only have mccomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required
to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remsshered whea atteupting to under-
stand the tragady of Private Slovik's case.

I trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincerely yours,

JGNED

LAWRENCE H. WILLIAMS

Brigadier Ceneral, USA

Assistant Judge Advocate Ganeral
for Mlitary Law

cr;
DACS-XSW, WH 4011, 26Mar74 (2)
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JAAT-CC g B MAR 1974

Mr. Frank Marimno, Jr.

6 Stimpson Ltroet
Johnaton, Fhode Island 02919

Dear Mr. Marieno:

Un behalf of President lixon, I am replying to vour letter of 1% Mareh 1974
the court-martial and execution of Private Eddie D, Slovik. As

much a8 he would like to, the Presidemt csanot raply personally to

avery commmication he receives. Therefore, he has asked the departments

#nd agencies of the Pederal Government to reply in his behalf in those

instances vhere they have special knowledge or special suthority undar

the law. Vor this reason, your correspondence was forwarded to officials

of the Department of Defense.

Your commeuts concerning this case are certainly understandable. War
is alvays tragic in its consequences.

Ons should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. When
judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this netion was engaged in a
desperate struggle with a power which had come dangerously close to
enslaving sankind. The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield
as well as thoee in the infamous death camps of the Third Helch, dependad
upon the rapid proseacution and ter=instion of the fighting. Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, Aserican forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
casualties in the enamy onslaught which has come to be known as the Battle
of the Bulge.

When the Arwy Assistant Judge Advocate General transwdtted the Soard of
Review's decision in this case to General Eiseshower, the then Commanding
Geperal, Eurcpean Theater of Operstions, for his consideration in deter-
wining whether to spprove and order the sentence executed, the following
points were made. Private Slovik had performed no front line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avold such hesardous
service by cbtaining incarceration in a safe place. The sentence adjudped
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Miss Kim Wells

points were made. Private Slovik had performed no froat line duty and
his conduct demonstrated s deliberate intent to awoid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in 2 safe placa. The seuntence adjudged
was more severe than he had anticipated, but the impositiom of a less
severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose

of obtaining freedom from those dangers which his comrades were required

to f[ace daily.

All of the sbowe factors should be remeubersd when attempting to under-

stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case.
1 trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincsrely,

EICHARD M. NIXON

CF:
DACS-XSW, WH 3994, 25Mar74
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is always tragic in its consequances.

One should, h_l!.h-ml!thiﬂllﬂuitrn!uﬁliﬁt. When
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enslaving maskind, The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield
-m-mummumwdncmnm*.w
lrﬂﬂltﬁlm-ltumltﬂtﬂ.ﬂﬂlp Shortly after
Private Slovik's trial, Amorican forces in Belgium were suffering heavy
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of the Bulge.
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JAAS-CC
Mr, and Mys. W. R. Ereiser

was more severe thanm he had anticipated, but the imposition of a less

severe punishment would only have accomplished the accused's purpose
of obtaining freedom from those dengers which his comrades were requirved

to face daily.

All of the above factors should be remewbered when attespting to under-
stand the tragedy of Private Slovik's case,

1 trust that this provides the information you desire.

Sincarely yours,

SIGNED

LAWEENCE O, WILLIAMS

Brigadier General, USA

Assiatant Judge Advocate Genaral
for Milicary Lew

CF:
DACS-XSW, WH 3737, 25 Mar 74 (2)
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Hr. and ¥ra. W. HL. Ereiser
419 East Pine Street
Lebanon, Peunsylvania 17042

laar Mr. and Mrs. Krelser:

On behalf of President Wixon, I am replying to your lstter of 13 March 1974
regarding the court-martial and execution of Private Rddie D, Slovik, As
much as he would like to, the President cannot veply persopally to

every communication he receives. Therefore, he has asked the departments
and agencies of the Federal Government to reply in his behalf in those
instances where they have spocial imowlsdge or special authority undexr

the lawv. For this reason, your corrsspondsnce was forwarded to officials
of the Departsant of Defense.

Immwnhmmuum understandable. War
is alwvays tragic in its consequances.

One should, however, be wary of the false clarity of hindsight. Vhen
judgment was passed on Private Slovik, this nation was engaged in a
hpm-uMﬂ&anhﬂn—dth--h
enslaving mankind., The lives of thousands, both those on the battlefield
as well as those in the infamous death camps of the Third Raich, depended
upon the rapid prosecution and termination of the fighting. Shortly after
Frivate Slovik's trial, American forces in Selgium were suffaring heavy
casualties in the cpemy onslsught which has come to be known as the Battle

of the Bulge.

Whan the Army Assistant Judge Advocate Genaral transmitted the Board of
Raview's decision in this case to Ceneral Eisenhower, the then Commanding
Gaperal, Ruropean Theater of Operations, for his consideration in deter-
m;mﬁnuwndmm-mnum.m&um
points were made. Frivate Slovik had performed no front line duty and
his conduct demonstrated a deliberate intent to avoid such hazardous
service by obtaining incarceration in a safe place, The sentence sdjudged




OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301

22 March 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR CGolonel Walter W. Plummer 5 -5 (&‘”
Staff

Deputy Secretary of the Genera J/
Office of the Chief of E!:‘a..if: USA
Room 3E=669

The attached inquiry has been reviewed and, based upon the
general tone of the letter, you should simply reply with the standard
response which I understand is being prepared to cover '""The Execu-
tion of PVT Slovik' inquiries. There is no need to address the sug=-

gestion regarding life insurance,

Kenneth R. Bailey
LTC, USA
Military Assistant

Attachment
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